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Welcome to Issue 57 of Back To 
Prabhupada (BTP). 

In the Sri Caitanya-caritdmr- 
ta, SrTla Prabhupada makes a very 
powerful statement about how 
the spiritual master should never 
be criticised: 

"a devotee should not be 
disturbed by the activities of 
his spiritual master and should 
not try to criticize him. A devo¬ 
tee should be fixed in the con¬ 
clusion that the spiritual master 
cannot be subject to criticism 
and should never be considered 
equal to a common man. Even 
if there appears to be some dis¬ 
crepancy according to an imper¬ 
fect devotee's estimation, the 
devotee should be fixed in the 
conviction that even if his spirit¬ 
ual master goes to a liquor shop, 
he is not a drunkard; rather, he 
must have some purpose in go¬ 
ing there." 

(Cc., Antya-lila, 3.11) 

Not surprisingly, this teaching 
has been used by the disciples of 
the ISKCON GBC gurus against 
BTP. They claim this teaching es¬ 
tablishes the following: 

a) No criticism is permitted 
of the GBC gurus, since it clear¬ 
ly states the spiritual master can¬ 
not be criticised. Thus, as disciples, 
they should not read BTP, since 
the quote above speaks about not 
becoming disturbed by the activi¬ 
ties of one's spiritual master. 

b) Though BTP may appear 
to be exposing a "discrepancy" in 
the GBC gurus, it is not actually a 
discrepancy, as stated above. 


What these disciples have 
said all depends on one big "if". 
The quotation refers to a genuine, 
bona fide spiritual master, and 
not unauthorised usurpers. Hence, 
if the GBC gurus are such genu¬ 
ine, authorised, bona fide spiritu¬ 
al masters, then the quotation ap¬ 
plies. This if in turn depends on 2 
assumptions: 

1) SrTla Prabhupada renoun¬ 
ced his position as ISKCON's diksa 
guru; 

2) Such renunciation was ac¬ 
companied by authorisation for 
his disciples to take his position 
as ISKCON's diksa guru. 

Obviously, if 1) did not hap¬ 
pen, 2) does not even arise. 

Hence, before they can speak 
about how their spiritual mas¬ 
ters must never be criticised, 
they first need to prove 1), oth¬ 
erwise they do not have author¬ 
ised, bona fide spiritual mas¬ 
ters to begin with. And, as any¬ 
one who has read BTP will know, 
no proof for 1) exists. Actually, 
as far as these disciples are con¬ 
cerned, point 1) is actually dis- 
proven because we have proven 
using the GBC's own statements 
that SrTla Prabhupada remains 
ISKCON's diksa guru - please see 
our"Founder -Acarya" book.This is 
the same GBC on whose authori¬ 
ty these disciples'gurus came into 
existence in the first place. 

Additionally, even without 
getting into the need for proof 
for points 1) and 2), just the fact 
that these GBC gurus are devi¬ 
ating from the teachings of SrTla 


Prabhupada is enough to estab¬ 
lish that they are not bona fide. 
Those who are leaders of ISKCON 
must always teach exactly the 
same as SrTla Prabhupada - 
"The GBC should all be the 
instructor gurus. I am the ini¬ 
tiator guru, and you should be 
the instructor guru by teaching 
what I am teaching and doing 
what I am doing." 

(Letter, 4/8/75) 

-and we have given many ex¬ 
amples in previous issues of the 
GBC gurus giving their own teach¬ 
ings instead, and there are more 
examples in this issue, particular¬ 
ly on the very next page! 

This shows how easily the phi¬ 
losophy can be misused by un¬ 
scrupulous followers. They just as¬ 
sume that the GBC-elected gurus 
are authorised, bona fide spiritu¬ 
al masters, and then claim all the 
teachings about the guru are ap¬ 
plicable to their GBC guru. 

The quote given at the out¬ 
set states that the actual spiritu¬ 
al master should not be criticised 
and "considered equal to a com¬ 
mon man". Ironically, whilst this 
quote is used to try to incorrect¬ 
ly shield the deviant GBC gurus 
from any criticism, SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada, the actual genuine, bona 
fide spiritual master, is criticised 
as being a "dead zombie guru" 
and therefore "equal to a common 
man"-see page 14 for this shock¬ 
ing development. 

Thank you and Hare Krishna. 

In SrTla Prabhupada's service, 

Krishnakant 


IRM Mission Statement 

S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami SrTla Prabhupada from our ma¬ 
terial vision on November 14, 1977, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), the 
great movement that he single-handedly founded in 1966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has un¬ 
dergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from the instruc¬ 
tions and standards given by SrTla Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the sole diksa 
guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and 
philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that SrTla Prabhupada 
gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position is set out in 
The Final Order —see back page to order your free copy. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Loving Krishna Rather than Oneself 


Krsnadasa Kaviraja, the author of 
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, is said by 
SrTla Prabhupada to have consid¬ 
ered himself to be "lower than a 
worm in the stool" (Room conver¬ 
sation, 23/7/73). Such extreme hu¬ 
mility is the very antithesis of the 
philosophy of self-love. However, 
GBC gurus have started to preach 
that self-love is integral to prac¬ 
tising Krishna consciousness. Em¬ 
phases added. 

Self-love preaching 

"Love Yourself!!! That's an 
interesting title for a Krishna 
conscious blog—"Love Your¬ 
self." [...] On the other hand 
since we are supposed to love 
Krishna we should love all his 
parts and parcels and that in¬ 
cludes ourselves too! What does 
that mean, to love oneself? It 
means to picture or visualize or 
imagine how you want to be." 
(HH Bir Krishna Goswami, statement 
from personal website) 

"Loving ourselves may some¬ 
times need to be precisely ex¬ 
pressed as giving attention to 
our needs and feelings so that 
we can make spiritual progress 
without disturbance. Loving 
ourselves may also sometimes 
mean becoming grateful for the 
unique gift of the human form 
of life [...] Loving ourselves can 
mean respecting all aspects of 
our being as God's gift." 

(HH Sacinandana Swami, statement 
from personal website) 

"I will love myself so much 
or too much that I would never 
give in to this situation. [...] So 
it can be a very powerful way of 
protecting ourselves by keying 
or gearing in to this context of 
self-preservation, taking care of 
myself, loving myself." 

(HG Mahatma Dasa Lecture, 26/8/17) 

These are all statements by 
GBC-elected diksa gurus. They 
justify the self-love philosophy by 
claiming it is part of, or will help 
one in, Krishna consciousness. 


Srila Prabhupada's way 

However, instead of self-love 
being an aid in Krishna conscious¬ 
ness, SrTla Prabhupada preached 
the opposite. Simply love Krishna 
and you will automatically love 
everything else. There is no need 
to practise self-love separately: 

"The test is how much you 
have learned to love God, Krsna, 
that's all . You have got your 
love, you love somebody, but if 
you divide your love, that "I shall 
love this country and my society, 
my girlfriend and this and that, 
or boyfriend, and I shall try to 
love Krsna also..." No. That is 
also nice, but if you give pre¬ 
dominance, all predominance, 
simply to love Krsna. you'll au¬ 

tomatically love other things. 
and your life will be perfect." 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 20/10/68) 

Mrs. Wells: "How about teach¬ 
ing them how to love themselves?" 

Srila Prabhupada: "Eh?" 

Mrs. Wells: "How about teach¬ 
ing them to love themselves?" 

Srila Prabhupada: "Everyone 
is loving themselves. That is..." 

Mrs. Wells: "Do you think so?" 

Srila Prabhupada: " That does 
not require teaching . [...] if I ac¬ 
tually I love myself. I must al¬ 
ways engage myself in the ser- 
vice of the Lord. This is love ." 

(Room conversation, 11/7/73) 

Indeed, Srila Prabhupada dis¬ 
misses the idea of "self-love" by 
saying it's not even a kind of love, 
but manufactured: 

"We have got the propen¬ 
sity to love. Love means some¬ 
body else . Love cannot be done 
or love cannot be executed only 

one, personally . There must be 
another one. I love somebody; 
somebody loves me. So as soon 
as there is question of love, 
there must be lover, there must 
be beloved, and the transaction, 
then love. [...] So we have man¬ 
ufactured so many types of love 
except God. This is our defect ." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 12/11/73) 


"Better" way 

This self-love philosophy is ad¬ 
mitted by Mahatma Dasa ("MAD") 
as being something he has in¬ 
vented to be " better " than what 
SrTla Prabhupada teaches. At the 
outset of the statement we quot¬ 
ed from MAD earlier, he states: 

"Prabhupada said we should 
be afraid of maya, but I think 
there's a better way of thinking 

if we employ this idea of tak¬ 
ing care of ourselves. And it's 
a mantra that I've used and it's 
very powerful." 

And then he goes on to give 
the "self-love" philosophy which 
we quoted from him in the first 
column. Indeed, he also confess¬ 
es that: 

"a lot of times when I look 
up these more modern terms 
like self-love or self-esteem, like 
that, that's not there in Prabhu¬ 
pada's books. " 

(MAD Lecture, 12/11/17) 

No faith 

Considering self-love a "bet¬ 
ter way" to practise Krishna con¬ 
sciousness than that taught by 
SrTla Prabhupada, it is no surprise 
that MAD also lacks faith in both 
the philosophy of Krishna con¬ 
sciousness and the Holy Name: 

"I've spoken about this be¬ 
fore that sometimes, I know this 
is awkward to say, but some¬ 
times we put too much faith or 
trust in the philosophy or we 
expect the philosophy to solve 
things for us that we really need 
to work on ourselves." 

(MAD Lecture, 20/8/17) 

"In some cases, they're ac¬ 
tually running away from the 
problem and they need to deal 
with it, and not just chant and 
avoid it. That sounds like a con¬ 
troversial statement [...] but 
in some cases we actually run 
away from facing the issue by 
taking shelter of the Holy Name. 
So by taking so-called "shel¬ 

ter" we are actually making the 



Srila Prabhupada: Loving 
Krishna alone is sufficient 


problem worse. It does happen. 
And so sometimes I see this and 
I know philosophically it's hard 

to justify ". 

(MAD Lecture, 20/8/17) 

However, SrTla Prabhupada 
teaches the opposite, that the 
chanting of the Holy Name does 
actually work all the time: 

"So by this chanting pro¬ 
cess he comes to his conscious¬ 
ness and all this material, bodily 
mental intellectual diseases are 
cured. [...] We are chanting and 
he joins in chanting, all our stu¬ 
dents do that. Then he becomes 
cured, mentally, intellectually 

and bodily ." 

(Room conversation, 3/10/72) 

Conclusion 

Thus, not only is this philos¬ 
ophy of "self-love" not taught by 
SrTla Prabhupada, but rather SrTla 
Prabhupada teaches the opposite. 
It is ironic that instead of teach¬ 
ing people to reduce their narcis¬ 
sistic, self-absorbed self-love and 
attachments for themselves, our 
ISKCON leaders are now going 
backwards and teaching people 
to increase them! Further, those 
preaching this philosophy of self- 
love exhibit a lack of faith in the 
teachings of SrTla Prabhupada, 
and a belief that they know bet¬ 
ter. Devotees have to choose if 
they wish to follow the teachings 
of SrTla Prabhupada or the GBC- 
elected gurus-for, as shown here, 
there is a clear difference. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Many Routes to PAD 


In past BTP issues, we have cov¬ 
ered different types of deviations 
that have taken root in ISKCON. 
Below, we show that many of 
these deviations can be grouped 
together based on the nature of 
the deviation. And that all the de¬ 
viations are actually tied together 
by a common goal. 

The deviant routes 

Muni route 

SrTla Prabhupada states: 

"It is said that every muni 
has a different angle of vision, 
and unless a muni differs from 
other munis , he cannot be called 
a muni in the strict sense of the 
term." 

(Bg., 2.56) 

We have given examples of 
those who try to surpass SrTla 
Prabhupada's teachings and es¬ 
tablish their own importance by 
giving their own “angle of vision", 
different to that of SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada. These can be considered the 
"muni" deviation, and the philoso¬ 
phy of self-love given in the previ¬ 
ous article would be a perfect ex¬ 
ample of this! 

Mainstream route 

We have covered many exam¬ 
ples of ISKCON deciding to seek 
recognition from a wider audi¬ 
ence by engaging in different ac¬ 
tivities not authorized by SrTla 
Prabhupada. Some examples have 
been things such as philanthropy, 
mundane education, yoga, man¬ 
tras for "mind control", and so on. 
They can roughly be categorized 
as deviating into commercialism, 
secularism, and Hinduisation, and 
all these types of deviation can 
be considered the "going main¬ 
stream" deviation. 

Guru route 

The major deviation, which 
every BTP issue covers, is of those 
seeking to be successor diksa gu¬ 
rus to SrTla Prabhupada, who are 


claiming to be the next links in the 
chain of disciplic succession. Thus, 
supposedly, SrTla Prabhupada is 
now the "grandfather" guru, and 
they are the current gurus, and 
they are all links in the same chain 
of disciplic succession stretching 
all the way back to Lord Krishna. In 
this way, they present themselves 
as being on a similar spiritual lev¬ 
el to SrTla Prabhupada. 

Initiator route 

However, becoming an unau¬ 
thorised diksa guru is not the only 
way one can try to make one¬ 
self as important as SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada. One can even use the act of 
claiming to initiate a person as a 
disciple of SrTla Prabhupada to 
still make oneself as "necessary" 
as SrTla Prabhupada himself. One 
simply has to falsely assert that 
the initiation ceremony one con¬ 
ducts is as important or neces¬ 
sary as the diksa SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada provides. Thus, for exam¬ 
ple, in BTP 55 (please see "What 
is Diksa"), we profiled one group 
from Singapore who claimed the 
initiation ceremony they provid¬ 
ed was "equally important" as the 
diksa SrTla Prabhupada provides. 
Which means that the initiator 
conducting the ceremony would 
de facto be as important as SrTla 
Prabhupada, since they are both 
providing that which is "equally 
important". 

Author route 

Another way to achieve a type 
of equivalence to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada is to try to rival his books 
as an author. SrTla Prabhupada 
has presented spiritual literatures 
such as Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bha- 
gavad-gita , etc. This work of trans¬ 
lating and giving commentaries 
on the scriptures is engaged in 
by the Acaryas. Therefore, if one 
also decides to do this, one is im¬ 
itating the activities of an Acarya, 
even though one is not an Acarya, 
nor has been authorized by SrTla 


Prabhupada to produce these ri¬ 
val books. 

In BTP 55 (please see "Defend¬ 
ing SrTla Prabhupada's Books"), we 
detailed the proliferation of books 
competing with SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's books. 

Goal is the same 

Therefore, many individual de¬ 
viations can be categorized under 
major "routes" as given above, 
based on the type of deviation. 
We have given some examples of 
such deviations above, and one 
can see how many other devia¬ 
tion could be classified under the 
headings given. 

However, though the devia¬ 
tions may differ, they merely of¬ 
fer different routes to achieve 
the same goal. For example, both 
the guru and initiator routes 
claim that they are necessary 
to access and "connect" to SrTla 
Prabhupada-either through their 
guruship or their ceremony. The 
result is that the intermediary, 
regardless of his "title", whether 
"guru" or not, is able to promote 
himself to some importance, on 
a par with SrTla Prabhupada. Sim¬ 
ilarly, those seeking to be rival 
authors and munis are also pre¬ 
senting themselves on a par with 
SrTla Prabhupada in some way, 
attempting to offer competing 
books or ideas (or as we saw in the 
previous article, even "better" ide¬ 
as). Whilst those engaging in the 
"Mainstream" deviation seek rec¬ 
ognition or financial benefit from 
the wider society at large. Hence, 
in each case the goal is to achieve 
some importance, recognition or 
profit. 

Thus, regardless of the type 
of "route" each deviation may 
be part of, all the deviations can 
be tied together as just different 
means to achieve Profit, Adora¬ 
tion and Distinction (PAD). Bhak- 
ti-yoga or Krishna consciousness 
means to act for Krishna's pleas¬ 
ure rather than seek PAD for our¬ 



selves. And, therefore, in order to 
seek PAD we will deviate from the 
path of Krishna consciousness: 

"Everyone is after some prof¬ 
it, some adoration and some po¬ 
sition. Therefore these things 
have been forbidden for persons 
who are advanced in this Krsna 
consciousness. Because if you 
have got all these material de¬ 
sires, then you cannot become 
Krsna conscious." 

(€rila Prabhupada, philosophy dis¬ 
cussions with Syamasundara Dasa) 

Thus, becoming an unauthor¬ 
ised guru is but one deviation or 
route to achieving PAD. There are 
many others, which can be recog¬ 
nized by the fact that the route 
will involve deviating from SrTla 
Prabhupada's orders in some 
shape or form. In general, no one 
will accept they are seeking PAD, 
and instead will justify all activi¬ 
ty by claiming it is for "preaching" 
and that it is being done out of a 
sense of "service" to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada. But the very fact that the ac¬ 
tivity involves some deviation will 
be the indication that actually it is 
being done as a service to oneself. 

Conclusion 

Each issue of BTP uncovers 
this desire for PAD by detecting 
deviation through the "spiritual 
audit" of activities and statements 
that BTP is famous for. And to date 
no one has been able to challenge 
the results of such audits. Simply 
make ISKCON deviation-free and 
thus PAD-free, and BTP will have 
nothing left to spiritually audit! 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Guru Hoax Self-Defeat Against the IRM 


Over the years, ISKCON's leader¬ 
ship has put forward various ar¬ 
guments to oppose the IRM's po¬ 
sition. However, as we shall show, 
they themselves are now rejecting 
these arguments. 

Disciplic competition 

It has been argued that SrTla 
Prabhupada remaining as ISKCON's 
diksa guru will somehow end or 
"stop" the disciplic succession. 
Yet, the GBC has rejected the idea 
of there needing to be a disciplic 
succession altogether! Currently 


Thus, the GBC cannot claim 
a "disciplic succession" principle 
they themselves do not follow 
to reject SrTla Prabhupada as the 
diksa guru. Rather, SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada acting as diksa guru means 
there is a disciplic succession, 
since he has succeeded his spir¬ 
itual master, SrTla Bhaktisiddhan- 
ta SarasvatT Jhakura Maharaja, 
and acts as the Acarya and current 
link in the disciplic succession for 
those in ISKCON. 

No pure devotees 


"Srlla Prabhupada is the 
Acarya of ISKCON. Srlla Prabhu¬ 
pada is the spiritual master of 
all the devotees of ISKCON for 
all time. [...] one question came 
[...] what if some effulgent per¬ 
sonalities come [...] 'What will 
happen if such personalities 
come?' And my answer to that 
was that no matter how bril¬ 
liant, [...] many luminaries will 
come, many, many brilliant per¬ 
sonalities will come, but they all 
will function under the authori¬ 
ty of Srlla Prabhupada/' 
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("PAS"), a member of the GBC's 
"Guru Services Committee", has 
confirmed about JAS that: 

"Yes, he is now accepting 
disciples." 

(PAS, email, 4/1/18) 

And hence JAS has now decid¬ 
ed that there should not be a "suc¬ 
cession" after all! 

Rather, disciplic succession 
has been replaced with disciplic 
competition as guru and disciple 
now vie with each other for disci¬ 
ples in ISKCON! And hence there 
is also no "current link" in the 
disciplic succession, as both guru 
and disciple claim to be "current" 


‘“Are you saying that Sri la 
Prabhupada created no pure 
devotees?' 

No, all we are stating is that 
Srlla Prabhupada did set up 
the ritvik system to allow initi¬ 
ations to continue. Whether or 
not Srlla Prabhupada created 
pure devotees is not relevant 
to his clear and unequivocal fi¬ 
nal order. As disciples, our duty 
is simply to follow the instruc¬ 
tions of the guru." 

(The Final Order) 

And now, as GBC Chairman, 
HH Bhakti Charu Swami ("BCS") 
agrees: 


ipada 
ve in- 
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Chris- 
s not 
esent 
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to give initiation, or no one is 
coming as Acarya ." 

(BCS, Spiritual Connections , Vol. 13, 
Jan-Apr 1996, p.6) 

Now, as GBC Chairman, he 
states the opposite, that actual¬ 
ly SrTla Prabhupada's position in 
ISKCON should be the same as 
that of Jesus in Christianity: 

"And I gave the example, just 
like in Christianity we find some 
brilliant luminaries - St. Francis 
of Assisi, St. Aquinas, but they all 
were functioning under the au¬ 
thority of Jesus Christ. None of 
them were eclipsing Jesus, but 
they were actually functioning 


as a representative of Jesus. And 
that's how it can happen. They 
all will function as representa¬ 
tives of Srlla Prabhupada." 

(BCS Lecture, 4/1/18) 

Living guru 

GBC-elected diksa guru HH 
Bhakti Vikasa Swami ("BVKS") 

claimed in a lecture devoted spe¬ 
cifically to arguing against the 
IRM's position, that one needs to 
personally take instructions from 
the diksa guru: 

"what Prabhupada says, 
that's it for you. And where is 
the guru actually? [...] And you 
don't actually submit to anyone. 
Where is the surrender? Where 
is the practical surrender? You 
don't have anyone to take in¬ 
structions from personally." 

("A Reply to Ritvikism", BVKS, 2/9/09) 

However, BVKS has now done 
a dramatic U-turn and states what 
the IRM has been preaching all 
along - that there is no need to be 
guided personally (as in via physi¬ 
cal contact) by the diksa guru. But, 
rather, the system is that one can 
take instructions from proxies, 
who represent the diksa guru: 

"When I joined, or when I 
was allowed to join in ISKCON, 
there was no question of be¬ 
ing personally guided by Srlla 
Prabhupada . I was guided by 
his disciples [...] how many dis¬ 
ciples do I have [...] But I don't 
attempt to individually guide 
each one of them, or hardly 
any of them for that matter. It's 
done through by proxy as Srlla 
Prabhupada did". 

(BVKS Lecture, 14/12/17, emphases 
added) 

Conclusion 

The arguments offered against 
the IRM's position are so lame that 
even those proposing them are 
not able to support them! Prov¬ 
ing once again that opposing 
SrTla Prabhupada's diksa guru po¬ 
sition is futile. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Many Routes to PAD 


In past BTP issues, we have cov¬ 
ered different types of deviations 
that have taken root in ISKCON. 
Below, we show that many of 
these deviations can be grouped 
together based on the nature of 
the deviation. And that all the de¬ 
viations are actually tied together 
by a common goal. 

The deviant routes 

Muni route 

SrTla Prabhupada states: 

"It is said that every muni 
has a different angle of vision, 
and unless a muni differs from 
other munis , he cannot be called 
a muni in the strict sense of the 
term." 

(fig., 2.56) 

We have given examples of 
those who try to surpass SrTla 
Prabhupada's teachings and es¬ 
tablish their own importance by 
giving their own "angle of vision", 
different to that of SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada. These can be considered the 
"muni" deviation, and the philoso¬ 
phy of self-love given in the previ¬ 
ous article would be a perfect ex¬ 
ample of this! 

Mainstream route 

We have covered many exam¬ 
ples of ISKCON deciding to seek 
recognition from a wider audi¬ 
ence by engaging in different ac¬ 
tivities not authorized by SrTla 
Prabhupada. Some examples have 
been things such as philanthropy, 
mundane education, yoga, man¬ 
tras for "mind control", and so on. 
They can roughly be categorized 
as deviating into commercialism, 
secularism, and Hinduisation, and 
all these types of deviation can 
be considered the "going main¬ 
stream" deviation. 

Guru route 

The major deviation, which 
every BTP issue covers, is of those 
seeking to be successor diksa gu¬ 
rus to SrTla Prabhupada, who are 


claiming to be the next links in the 
chain of disciplic succession. Thus, 
supposedly, SrTla Prabhupada is 
now the "grandfather" guru, and 
they are the current gurus, and 
they are all links in the same chain 
of disciplic succession stretching 
all the way back to Lord Krishna. In 
this way, they present themselves 
as being on a similar spiritual lev¬ 
el to SrTla Prabhupada. _ 


Prabhupada to produce these ri¬ 
val books. 

In BTP 55 (please see "Defend¬ 
ing SrTla Prabhupada's Books"), we 
detailed the proliferation of books 
competing with SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's books. 

Goal is the same 

Therefore, many individual de- 
viations can be categorized under 
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conducting the ceremony would 
de facto be as important as SrTla 
Prabhupada, since they are both 
providing that which is "equally 
important". 

Author route 

Another way to achieve a type 
of equivalence to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada is to try to rival his books 
as an author. SrTla Prabhupada 
has presented spiritual literatures 
such as Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bha- 
gavad-gita, etc. This work of trans¬ 
lating and giving commentaries 
on the scriptures is engaged in 
by the Acaryas. Therefore, if one 
also decides to do this, one is im¬ 
itating the activities of an Acarya, 
even though one is not an Acarya, 
nor has been authorized by SrTla 


senting themselves on a par with 
SrTla Prabhupada in some way, 
attempting to offer competing 
books or ideas (or as we saw in the 
previous article, even "better" ide¬ 
as). Whilst those engaging in the 
"Mainstream" deviation seek rec¬ 
ognition or financial benefit from 
the wider society at large. Hence, 
in each case the goal is to achieve 
some importance, recognition or 
profit. 

Thus, regardless of the type 
of "route" each deviation may 
be part of, all the deviations can 
be tied together as just different 
means to achieve Profit, Adora¬ 
tion and Distinction (PAD). Bhak- 
ti-yoga or Krishna consciousness 
means to act for Krishna's pleas¬ 
ure rather than seek PAD for our- 


will accept they are seeking PAD, 
and instead will justify all activi¬ 
ty by claiming it is for "preaching" 
and that it is being done out of a 
sense of "service" to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada. But the very fact that the ac¬ 
tivity involves some deviation will 
be the indication that actually it is 
being done as a service to oneself. 

Conclusion 

Each issue of BTP uncovers 
this desire for PAD by detecting 
deviation through the "spiritual 
audit" of activities and statements 
that BTP is famous for. And to date 
no one has been able to challenge 
the results of such audits. Simply 
make ISKCON deviation-free and 
thus PAD-free, and BTP will have 
nothing left to spiritually audit! 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Guru Hoax Self-Defeat Against the IRM 


Over the years, ISKCON's leader¬ 
ship has put forward various ar¬ 
guments to oppose the IRM's po¬ 
sition. However, as we shall show, 
they themselves are now rejecting 
these arguments. 

Oisciplic competition 

It has been argued that SrTla 
Prabhupada remaining as ISKCON's 
diksa guru will somehow end or 
"stop" the disciplic succession. 
Yet, the GBC has rejected the idea 
of there needing to be a disciplic 
succession altogether! Currently 
there are at least 3 guru/disciple 
pairings- 

Jayapataka Swami/Caitanya 
Candra Caran Dasa; Hridayanan- 
da Dasa Goswami/Candra Mukha 
Swami; Jayadvaita Swami/Kad- 
amba Kanana Swami 

- where both guru and dis¬ 
ciple are initiating side by side in 
ISKCON as GBC-authorised diksa 
gurus. Thus, in all of these cases, 
there has been no "succession" 
from guru to disciple, as the guru 
continues to initiate even after his 
disciple begins to initiate. And the 
GBC allows such pairings in princi¬ 
ple as long as the guru has given 
permission to his disciple. Inter¬ 
estingly, in the case of Jayadvaita 
Swami ("JAS"), it should be noted 
that he had earlier stopped initiat¬ 
ing after his disciple began initiat¬ 
ing. But Prahladananda Swami 
("PAS"), a member of the GBC's 
"Guru Services Committee", has 
confirmed about JAS that: 

"Yes, he is now accepting 
disciples" 

(PAS, email, 4/1/18) 

And hence JAS has now decid¬ 
ed that there should not be a "suc¬ 
cession" after all! 

Rather, disciplic succession 
has been replaced with disciplic 
competition as guru and disciple 
now vie with each other for disci¬ 
ples in ISKCON! And hence there 
is also no "current link" in the 
disciplic succession, as both guru 
and disciple claim to be "current". 


Thus, the GBC cannot claim 
a "disciplic succession" principle 
they themselves do not follow 
to reject SrTla Prabhupada as the 
diksa guru. Rather, SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada acting as diksa guru means 
there is a disciplic succession, 
since he has succeeded his spir¬ 
itual master, SrTla Bhaktisiddhan- 
ta SarasvatT Thakura Maharaja, 
and acts as the Acarya and current 
link in the disciplic succession for 
those in ISKCON. 

No pure devotees 

A common argument against 
the IRM's position is that if SrTla 
Prabhupada is ISKCON's diksa gu¬ 
ru, then it must mean that SrTla 
Prabhupada did not, and could 
not, create even one pure dev¬ 
otee. For example, GBC-elected 
diksa guru Sankarsana Dasa 
("SAD") used this argument when 
debating the IRM's position (see 
page 9 for another example): 

"do you think that Srlla 
Prabhupada was such an im¬ 
potent spiritual master that he 
could not create at least one 
pure devotee, uttama-adhikari , 
out of his many thousands and 
thousand of devotees?" 

(SAD, "Thought for the Day", 21/1 /09) 

This is a false, straw man argu¬ 
ment, since we specifically reject 
such a proposition in The Final Or¬ 
der (the IRM's position paper): 

‘“Are you saying that Srila 
Prabhupada created no pure 
devotees?' 

No, all we are stating is that 
Srlla Prabhupada did set up 
the ritvik system to allow initi¬ 
ations to continue. Whether or 
not Srlla Prabhupada created 
pure devotees is not relevant 
to his clear and unequivocal fi¬ 
nal order. As disciples, our duty 
is simply to follow the instruc¬ 
tions of the guru." 

[The Final Order) 

And now, as GBC Chairman, 
HH Bhakti Charu Swami ("BCS") 
agrees: 


"Srlla Prabhupada is the 
Acarya of ISKCON. Srlla Prabhu¬ 
pada is the spiritual master of 
all the devotees of ISKCON for 
all time. [...] one question came 
[...] what if some effulgent per¬ 
sonalities come [...] 'What will 
happen if such personalities 
come?' And my answer to that 
was that no matter how bril¬ 
liant, [...] many luminaries will 
come, many, many brilliant per¬ 
sonalities will come, but they all 
will function under the authori¬ 
ty of Srlla Prabhupada." 

(BCS Lecture, 4/1/18) 

Thus, BCS accepts that pure 
devotees will always function un¬ 
der SrTla Prabhupada's authority 
as the Acarya and spiritual master 
of ISKCON. Similarly, all pure dev¬ 
otees would also remain under 
SrTla Prabhupada's authority as 
ISKCON's diksa guru. 

Follow Jesus system 

BCS himself had attacked the 
IRM's position by comparing it to 
Christianity: 

"someone came up with the 
theory that Srlla Prabhupada 
wanted his disciples to give in¬ 
itiation on his behalf as ritvik 
[...] this was the flaw of Chris¬ 
tianity. Christianity does not 
accept the system of a present 
Guru. They think Jesus is the 
only one and no one is coming 
to give initiation, or no one is 
coming as Acarya ." 

(BCS, Spiritual Connections, Vol. 13, 
Jan-Apr 1996, p.6) 

Now, as GBC Chairman, he 
states the opposite, that actual¬ 
ly SrTla Prabhupada's position in 
ISKCON should be the same as 
that of Jesus in Christianity: 

"And I gave the example, just 
like in Christianity we find some 
brilliant luminaries - St. Francis 
of Assisi, St. Aquinas, but they all 
were functioning under the au¬ 
thority of Jesus Christ. None of 
them were eclipsing Jesus, but 
they were actually functioning 


as a representative of Jesus. And 
that's how it can happen. They 
all will function as representa¬ 
tives of Srlla Prabhupada." 

(BCS Lecture, 4/1/18) 

Living guru 

GBC-elected diksa guru HH 
Bhakti Vikasa Swami ("BVKS") 

claimed in a lecture devoted spe¬ 
cifically to arguing against the 
IRM's position, that one needs to 
personally take instructions from 
the diksa guru: 

"what Prabhupada says, 
that's it for you. And where is 
the guru actually? [...] And you 
don't actually submit to anyone. 
Where is the surrender? Where 
is the practical surrender? You 
don't have anyone to take in¬ 
structions from personally." 

("A Reply to Ritvikism", BVKS, 2/9/09) 

However, BVKS has now done 
a dramatic U-turn and states what 
the IRM has been preaching all 
along - that there is no need to be 
guided personally (as in via physi¬ 
cal contact) by the diksa guru. But, 
rather, the system is that one can 
take instructions from proxies, 
who represent the diksa guru: 

"When I joined, or when I 
was allowed to join in ISKCON, 
there was no question of be¬ 
ing personally guided by Srlla 
Prabhupada . I was guided by 
his disciples [...] how many dis¬ 
ciples do I have [...] But I don't 
attempt to individually guide 
each one of them, or hardly 
any of them for that matter. It's 
done through by proxy as Srlla 
Prabhupada did". 

(BVKS Lecture, 14/12/17, emphases 
added) 

Conclusion 

The arguments offered against 
the IRM's position are so lame that 
even those proposing them are 
not able to support them! Prov¬ 
ing once again that opposing 
SrTla Prabhupada's diksa guru po¬ 
sition is futile. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Guru Hoaxer Confirms BTP Article 


In BTP 51, we documented that 
SrTla Prabhupada had not author¬ 
ized HH Hridayananda Dasa Go- 
swami ("HD") to complete the 
10th, 11 th and 12th cantos of the 
Srimad-Bhagavatam. In a talk post¬ 
ed on 18/8/17, titled "How I Trans¬ 
lated the Bhagavatam", HD him¬ 
self confirms this was the case. All 
quotes in the shaded boxes below 
are taken from said talk. Emphases 
added. 

HD admits unauthorised 

HD was only able to complete 
the translation of the Bhagavatam 
because he learned Sanskrit. How¬ 
ever, we know that SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada did not want HD to complete 
the translation of the Bhagavatam 
because he did not even want HD 
to learn Sanskrit, never mind do 
any translating - a fact HD himself 
confirms: 

"I also received this grammar book 
by Macdonell, and sort of being a 
language buff, especially always 
being fascinated by Sanskrit, I be¬ 
gan to study it. And I wrote a letter 
to Prabhupada telling him what I 
was doing. And Prabhupada said, 
"Oh, don't waste your time learn¬ 
ing Sanskrit."!...] I remember that 
the letter was brought to me by 
a devotee in the Houston tem¬ 
ple [...] so without even thinking, 

I took this beautiful little grammar 
book and just dropped it into the 
trash. [...] that was it. And I just 
started making it a point of hon¬ 
or not to study Sanskrit because 
Prabhupada had said that to me." 

The confirmation 

Below is the letter from SrTla 
Prabhupada forbidding HD to 
learn Sanskrit, which HD states 
above he initially obeyed: 

"You have studied the San¬ 
skrit language for some years, 
that is sufficient of study, there 
is no more need. Now you read 
our books, not that lifelong you 
have to study Sanskrit. Simply 
read our Sanskrit wherever it 


appears in our books and teach 
these slokas to the devotees, 
do not waste time by studying 

Sanskrit independently of our 

books ." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Letter to Hridaya¬ 
nanda, 6/8/72) 

HD's confession 

However, HD confesses that 
just one year after SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada left the planet, he decided to 
do the exact opposite of what his 
spiritual master had ordered him, 
and began to learn Sanskrit: 

"back in Brazil in 1978 in late No¬ 
vember, and I saw that same book 
that I had thrown away [...] and 
in my heart I just heard Krishna 
telling me, "Okay, you passed the 
test. Now you need to learn San¬ 
skrit and finish the Bhagavatam!' 
[...] I just became immersed, just 
absorbed in the Sanskrit, I would 
study all day." 

HD's confession also gives an¬ 
other confirmation that he was not 
authorised to translate the Bhaga¬ 
vatam by SrTla Prabhupada. HD 
admits the idea to finish the Bha- 
gavatam came to him 1 year af¬ 
ter SrTla Prabhupada left the plan¬ 
et, and arose because he believed 
he "heard Krishna" telling him this. 
Thus, it had nothing to do with any 
authorisation from SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada, but was based entirely on 
what he imagined he"heard"from 
Krishna. This incident was sup¬ 
posed to have happened in late 
1978, which means whilst the bo¬ 
gus zonal -acarya system-of which 
HD was one of the founders, and 
which even the GBC admitted was 
unauthorised and a product of 
"maya" (illusion)-was in full swing. 
So while HD was engaged in mass 
deviation, we are to believe that: 

a) Krishna specifically chose 
this mass deviant to give a per¬ 
sonal message to; 

b) And in such a message 
Krishna did not tell him to stop 
deviating, but rather only what he 
wanted to hear! 


Nonsense speculation 

"somehow Krishna inspired me. 
I just understood that it was my 
duty, that I should do this, and the 
fact that it all went so well and so 
naturally, I believe confirms that it 
really was Krishna's plan." 

HD claims that the fact he be¬ 
lieves his Srimad-Bhagavatam pro¬ 
ject "went so well" is evidence that 
it was Krishna's plan. However: 

a) He has also claimed that 
Krishna told him to disobey SrTla 
Prabhupada and learn Sanskrit 
and thus finish the Bhagavatam. 
Therefore, in this context,"went so 
well" simply means that his diso¬ 
bedient project was successful. By 
this logic, any disobedient activity 
that was successfully disobedient 
would be evidence of Krishna's 
plan, and thus any disobedient ac¬ 
tivity could be justified. 

b) In the BTP 51 article men¬ 
tioned at the outset, we exposed 
the fact that whilst doing this pro¬ 
ject, HD wrote nonsensical glow¬ 
ing praise of his fellow zonal acarya 
deviants, which later had to be re¬ 
moved from his Bhagavatam "pur¬ 
ports". This would not be an exam¬ 
ple of things going "so well"! 

Condemned on two levels 

HD's action is condemned by 
SrTla Prabhupada on two levels. 

1) SrTla Prabhupada warned 
about the danger of his Western 
disciples learning Sanskrit, where 
they believe they have become 
"more than guru": 

"if any of our students artifi¬ 
cially try to become scholars by 
associating with unwanted per¬ 
sons they become victimized, for 
a little learning is dangerous, es¬ 
pecially for the Westerners. I am 
practically seeing that as soon as 

they begin to learn a little San¬ 

skrit immediately they feel that 
they have become more than 

their guru and then the policy is 
kill guru and be killed himself." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 18/9/76) 



This actually came to pass with 
HD, as he became one of the 11 
progenitors of the unauthorised 
zonal-aca/ya hoax, and thus tried 
to take SrTla Prabhupada's position 
as a successor acarya. 

2) SrTla Prabhupada condemns 
HD's method of ignoring his guru's 
order and instead "imagining" what 
Krishna wanted him to do: 

"Actually, any activities per¬ 
formed favorably for the satis¬ 
faction of the Lord, under the 
direction of the spiritual mas¬ 
ter, are spiritual. But for a per¬ 
son to disregard the order of 
the spiritual master and act by 

concoction, accepting his non¬ 

sensical activities to be spiritu¬ 
al, is maya! ' 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 14.29) 

Conclusion 

HD confirms he was never au¬ 
thorised by SrTla Prabhupada to 
learn Sanskrit or translate the Bha¬ 
gavatam, and instead simply im¬ 
agined that he had been told to 
disobey SrTla Prabhupada. Thus, 
never mind being a good-as-God 
diksa guru, his behaviour is not 
even that of a disciple: 

"The order of the spiritual 
master is the active principle in 
spiritual life. Anyone who dis¬ 
obeys the order of the spiritu¬ 
al master immediately becomes 
useless." 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 12.10) 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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A large portion of BTP 31 was ded¬ 
icated to detailing the "Prabhu- 
pada-Only Paradigm" (POP). The 
POP is essential in adhering strict¬ 
ly to SrTla Prabhupada's orders, 
because it states a very obvious 
truth: We should *only* follow 
SrTla Prabhupada's orders and we 
need to make certain they are ac¬ 
tually SrTla Prabhupada's orders! 
This may seem blindingly obvi¬ 
ous, but the history of ISKCON 
shows that ISKCON's leadership 
has struggled to follow this blin¬ 
dingly obvious truth. There are 
two key elements to the POP: 

a) Restrict ourselves only to 
SrTla Prabhupada's words; 

b) Make sure these words are 
recorded. 

Below we will answer the ob¬ 
jections that have been made to 
these elements of the POP. 

Accessing the Acaryas 

It has been claimed that re¬ 
stricting ourselves to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's words is offensive to the 
previous acaryas , whose teach¬ 
ings SrTla Prabhupada wanted us 
to study. Therefore, the POP is dis¬ 
obeying SrTla Prabhupada by not 
allowing their teachings to also 
be studied. But the POP does not 
restrict studying the teachings of 
the previous acaryas. The issue is 
how these teachings are accessed. 

For example, the Srimad-Bhd- 
gavatam is the work of a previ¬ 
ous acarya, SrTla Vyasadeva. But 
it must be accessed through the 
authorised channel. The previ¬ 
ous article about the unauthor¬ 
ised cantos of the Srimad-Bhaga- 
vatam should have helped illus¬ 
trate this issue-it is not to be ac¬ 
cessed through the self-admitted 
disobedient, unauthorised trans¬ 
lation and commentary by HH 
Hridayananda Dasa Goswami, 
for example. Rather, it is only ac¬ 
cessed via the translation and 
commentary given by the current 
Acarya, SrTla Prabhupada. 

Even the GBC agree that: 


The Logic 

"he [Srila Prabhupada] has re¬ 
alized and presented the teach¬ 
ings of the previous acaryas ". 
(GBC Resolutions, No. 35,1994) 

"Lessons from all others, 
even our exalted predecessor- 
acaryas, should be understood 
through his [Srila Prabhupada's] 
instructions." 

(GBC Resolutions, No. 409,1999) 

Hence, we are always stud¬ 
ying the teachings of the pre¬ 
vious acaryas, such as SrT Rupa 
Goswami's Bhakti-rasamrta-sind- 
hu (The Nectar of Devotion), and 
so on. Only, it is always done via 
SrTla Prabhupada's translations 
and commentaries. 

Do not "jump over" 

We must always access every¬ 
thing through SrTla Prabhupada 
because he made it clear that we 
should not "jump over" him to 
try to understand the previous 
acaryas directly: 

"You cannot imagine what 
my spiritual master said. Or 
even if you read some books, 
you cannot understand unless 
you understand it from me. This 
is called parampara system. You 
cannot jump over to the supe¬ 
rior guru, neglecting the next 
acarya , immediate next acarya ." 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 8/12/73) 

And even the GBC agree: 

"...we must see the previous 
acaryas through Prabhupada. 
We cannot jump over Prabhu¬ 
pada and then look back at him 
through the eyes of previous 
acaryas." 

(Our Original Position, GBC Press) 

Further, as SrTla Prabhupada is 
the Acarya, his teachings are not 
deficient. Therefore, if the conclu¬ 
sion one is seeking to present is 
bona fide, one should be able to 
make one's case by quoting SrTla 
Prabhupada. One will not need 
to resort to trying to find quotes 
from elsewhere. And if one can 
make one's case by quoting SrTla 
Prabhupada then there is no need 
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of the POP 


to "jump over" and quote anyone 
else anyway! If SrTla Prabhupada 
authorized a particular course of 
action then obviously he would 
have stated it, and therefore if one 
is unable to make one's case by 
quoting SrTla Prabhupada direct¬ 
ly, then it is not authorized by him 
and we should not be doing it. 

Believing devotees 

The other objection made 
against the POP is that the insist¬ 
ence on demanding only the re¬ 
corded words of SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada, in writing or on tape direct¬ 
ly from SrTla Prabhupada, means 
that any "memories" or "dia¬ 
ries" from his disciples are all as¬ 
sumed to be false. However, we 
are not claiming that all testimo¬ 
ny about SrTla Prabhupada must 
always be false. The issue is that 
we cannot be certain that eve¬ 
ry testimony or memory will al¬ 
ways be 100% accurate, since 
we are dealing with conditioned 
souls who are prone to making 
mistakes, and even in some cases 
cheating-these are 2 of the 4 de¬ 
fects of all conditioned souls. And 
we cannot know for sure which of 
the testimonies will be accurate, 
and which will be faulty. Hence, 
the only way to be 100% certain 
that we are actually dealing with 
SrTla Prabhupada's orders is to get 
them directly from SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada himself. Especially as history 
has shown that deviation has oc¬ 
curred due to trusting testimonies 
based on what "Prabhupada said". 
Hence SrTla Prabhupada stated: 

"They misunderstand me. 
Unless it is there from me in writ¬ 
ing, there are so many things 
that "Prabhupada said."" 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 2/9/75) 

Selective use 

The GBC, however, do not ac¬ 
cept the POP, and instead will pro¬ 
mote the authority of testimonies 
as being "evidence", as seen by 
their use in GBC documents. But 



even then, this will only be done 
when it suits their agenda. For ex¬ 
ample, this statement was made 
by then sannyasi and GBC diksa 
guru, HH Vipramukhya Swami 
("VPS"), in the 1986 SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada Vyasa-puja book: 

"The question arose: When 
was Janmastami? Our calendar, 
put out by Pradyumna, said it 
was one day in the West and a 
different day in India. By astro¬ 
logical calculation [...] Seeing 
the confusion, you [Srila Prabhu¬ 
pada] said the calculation was 
"over-intelligent," and whatev¬ 
er day it was celebrated on in In¬ 
dia, it should be celebrated the 
same day all over the world." 

Yet, the GBC did not accept 
this testimony, even though they 
claim the testimony was given 
whilst VPS was a member of the 
holy parampara and a 'good as 
God' diksa guru, and the GBC ac¬ 
cept the testimony of others they 
consider to be of a much lower 
spiritual status when it fits their 
agenda. And thus, the GBC do not 
advise that all fast days should be 
based on the Indian calendar. 

There is an interesting paral¬ 
lel here, in that the GBC will also 
"jump over" SrTla Prabhupada 
and try to rely on the teachings of 
the previous acaryas when it suits 
their agenda, even though we 
quoted them earlier stating that 
this should not be done. 

Conclusion 

The POP is the only way to 
strictly follow SrTla Prabhupada. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Final Order's global 
influence 

"Hare Krishna, Prabhu. 

At the back of your Bock To 
Prabhupada magazine you have 
quoted a very positive statement 
from Bhakti Vikash Swami about 
The Final Order. So I am confused 
about him making such a positive 
statement, because I have heard 
he is one of the ISKCON gurus. 
Please clarify this." 

- Dhruv Bhakti Dasa, Jaipur, India 

Editor replies: 

Yes, you are correct that Bhak¬ 
ti Vikasa Swami is one of the 
ISKCON gurus, and thus he does 
not agree with the IRM, BTP or The 
Final Order (“TFO"). 

However, he has still objec¬ 
tively noted the great influence of 
The Final Order amongst the dev¬ 
otee community, by making the 
statement printed on the back of 
BTP which you refer to: 

"The Final Order by Krishna- 
kant Desai has been perhaps the 
most influential post-1977 publi¬ 
cation in the Vaisnava world." 

Thus, by noting this fact, he 
is not stating that he agrees with 
the contents of TFO - only that he 
accepts it has had great success. 

Disobedience continues 

"I appreciated the article in BTP 
55 titled "Defending SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's Books" where you exposed 
the attempt by Krishna Dharma 
Dasa to supplant SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's Srimad-Bhagavatam with 
his own version [claiming his ver¬ 
sion is needed because it is more 
"accessible" and "understandable" 

- Ed.]. Perhaps not surprisingly, 
Krishna Dharma also attacks the 
idea of SrTla Prabhupada remain¬ 
ing ISKCON's diksa guru. Attached 
is a statement from him on the 
subject, made on social media on 
19/11/17, on which I would value 
your comments. Thank you." 

- Mahesh Popat, London, UK 

Editor replies: 

The statements from Krishna 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare 


Dharma (“KD") are given in speech 
marks thus " ", with my comments 
following underneath. 

"Prabhupada's books are 
our primary authority. He said 
that everything is in his books. 
Any mention there of ritvikl Or 
anywhere else for that matter." 

There is no direct mention of 
the “BBT", "Bhaktivedanta Book 
Trust", "GBC" or “Governing Body 
Commission" by SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada in his books. But without 
the former, there would not even 
be any printed books, and with¬ 
out the latter ISKCON would ef¬ 
fectively cease to exist in the way 
that SrTla Prabhupada established 
it. Thus, we cannot avoid imple¬ 
menting SrTla Prabhupada's or¬ 
ders, whether for the BBT, GBC 
or a ritvik system, just because 
they may not directly be men¬ 
tioned in the books. We still have 
a signed July 9th, 1977, “ritvik" di¬ 
rective from SrTla Prabhupada 
that needs to be followed. We 
cannot disobey it simply because 
it may only be stated once. As it 
happens, " ritviks" are mentioned 
in SrTla Prabhupada's books and 
elsewhere, but even if they were 
not, we still have to follow SrTla 
Prabhupada's signed directive 
sent to the whole Society. KD ac¬ 
cepts that SrTla Prabhupada's 
books are our primary authority 
- so then he needs to accept the 
following instruction given in the 
books: 

"The order of the spiritual 
master is the active principle in 
spiritual life. Anyone who diso¬ 
beys the order of the spiritual 
master immediately becomes 
useless." 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 12.10) 

Note, it does not say: "The or¬ 
der of the spiritual master, only if 
repeated in the books and else¬ 
where, a minimum number of 
times, said number to be ap¬ 
proved by KD." 

It just says "order of the spirit¬ 
ual master", period. 


sna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, 


"What is their exact relation¬ 
ship with their disciples? E could 
go on. So many unanswered 
questions. Nothing in writing 
at all." 

* Ritviks ", as established by SrTla 
Prabhupada, do not even have 
any disciples to begin with. Thus, 
these sorts of questions will re¬ 
main "unanswered", as they are 
nonsensical! 

"Just that one debated let¬ 
ter signed by TKG." 

Signed by SrTla Prabhupada 
as well. Why does he not mention 
that?! And whether or not some¬ 
one debates an order, it still needs 
to be followed. Unless KD can ex¬ 
plain why we should not follow it, 
everything he has said thus far is 
of no consequence. 

"But there is plenty in his 
books and letters and classes 
about the traditional process of 
disciplic succession." 

It does not state anywhere 
in the books that the "tradition¬ 
al process of disciplic succes¬ 
sion" mandates that the spiritu¬ 
al master must be replaced if he 
physically departs, or that succes¬ 
sion must take place within a cer¬ 
tain time-frame, or that he can¬ 
not remain the Acarya and dik$a 
guru of his own institution. On 
the contrary, the books state that 
the Acarya acts as the dik$a guru 
- see our book Sri la Prabhupada, 
The Founder- Acarya of ISKCON: Pre¬ 
senting the Conclusions of the GBC 
Foundational Document for evi¬ 
dence of this. Hence, what is stat¬ 
ed in the books and elsewhere 
about "disciplic succession" ap¬ 
plies just as equally to the situa¬ 
tion whereby SrTla Prabhupada 
has succeeded his spiritual mas¬ 
ter, SrTla Bhaktisiddhanta Saras- 
vatT Jhakura Maharaja, and then 
continues to remain the "current 
link" for his institution. 

Gayatri initiations 

"Though the July 9th,1977 di¬ 
rective mentions the ritviks chant- 


Rama, Hare Rama, Rama 



Srlla Prabhupada: 

His order cannot be disobeyed 


ing on the GayatrT thread for sec¬ 
ond initiations, it makes no men¬ 
tion of listening/repeating SrTla 
Prabhupada chanting the GayatrT 
mantra on tape. How do you ex¬ 
plain this?" 

- Valyavapu Dasa, Paris, France 

Editor replies: 

1) The July 9th, 1977, directive 
states: 

"After considering the rec¬ 
ommendation, these represent¬ 
atives may accept the devotee 
as an initiated disciple of Srila 
Prabhupada by giving a spirit¬ 
ual name, or in the case of sec¬ 
ond initiation, by chanting on 
the Gayatri thread, just as Srila 
Prabhupada has done. [...] After 
the Temple President receives a 
letter from these representa¬ 
tives giving the spiritual name 
or the thread, he can perform 

the fire yajna in the temple as 

was being done before ." 

The underlining has been add¬ 
ed, and highlights the mention of 
the fire yajna (sacrifice) ceremony 
to accompany either the receiving 
of a spiritual name for first initia¬ 
tion, or the thread for second ini¬ 
tiation. And the "listening/repeat¬ 
ing SrTla Prabhupada chanting 
the GayatrT mantra on tape" oc¬ 
curs along with this fire sacrifice 
ceremony: 

"I have informed Hansadut- 
ta that the five students in Ham¬ 
burg who are now ready to re¬ 
ceive Gayatri may do so when 
they visit your London temple 
during Rathayatra celebration. 
So I think you know all the pro- 


i. Hare Hare - and be happy! 
















www.iskconirm.com 


cedures by now and you may 
give them the Gayatri as I have 

already prescribed by using the 

tape record of the mantras and 

performing the fire sacrifice ." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 22/6/70, 
emphasis added) 

Thus, the listening/hearing to 
the Gayatri mantra is referenced 
in the July 9th directive. 

2) Though this answers your 
query, you may also be interest¬ 
ed to know that even after Srila 
Prabhupada introduced the use of 
the tape of him chanting the Gay¬ 
atrT mantra , he also stated that lis¬ 
tening to this tape was not strict¬ 
ly necessary: 

"So far as Gayatri initiations 
are concerned, the tape is not 
required . You have the threads, 
chanted on by me and now I am 
enclosing herewith copies of 
Gayatri mantra, one for each of 
the seven disciples to be initiat¬ 
ed. Hold a fire ceremony. Chant 
Gayatri mantra to them indi¬ 
vidually and let them hear and 
repeat. Then offer the threads 
on my behalf. The fire sacrifice 
should be performed as usual." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 13/4/71, 
emphasis added) 

"I am enclosing herewith 
your sacred thread, duly chant¬ 
ed on by me. Gayatri mantra is 
as follows: 

[TAKEN OUT] 

Ask your wife to chant this 
mantra and you hear it and if 
possible hold a fire ceremony as 
you have seen during your mar¬ 
riage and get this sacred thread 
on your body. Saradia, or any 
twice-initiated devotee, may 
perform the ceremony." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 4/4/71, 
emphasis added) 

Four ways to fabricate 
falsehoods 

"Subject: Lasting impression 
on Youtube. 

Hare Krishna. PAMHO. AGTSP. 

Do you have reply for the Ha- 


Issue 57 • Vol 1,2018 • Back To Prabhupada • Page 9 


m 


BTP Interactive (continued) 


numan Das's lasting impression 
videos on Youtube? 

Thank you." 

- Hari Dasa, Solapur, India 


"Dear Prabhu, 

PAMHO. AGTSP! 

Check it out. 

https://la sting impression, 
i nfo/rtvi k_ki 11 ers/ 

Your Servant," 

- Trivikrama Swami, Florida, USA 


"Subject: Please refute the 
points by this Youtube user 
against ritvik system. 

Hare Krishna Prabhu, 

AGTSP. PAMHO. 

I found this video by a devo¬ 
tee named Hrvoje Marjanovic: 

https://www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=506O-3ZD_wc 

I found his points not convinc¬ 
ing. However, looks like he is say¬ 
ing that ritvik may not be what 
Prabhupada actually intended. 
Please can you shed more light 
on this. 

I am from ISKCON Bangalore 
and my name is Achyutananda 
Dasa. 

Your Servant," 

- Achyutananda Dasa, Bangalore, 
India 

Editor replies: 

This video claims at the out¬ 
set that: 

a Ritvlks are trying to kill 
Prabhupida In four major ways." 

However, as the video does 
not quote the IRM ( ritviks ) even 
once, it completely fails in demon¬ 
strating this, as it simply uses fab¬ 
ricated arguments that are false¬ 
ly attributed to us. For example, It 
states as one of these "four ways" 
that; 

"The second claim by ritviks 
is that Prabhupida is a deviant 
from the Vaifnava-slddhanta" 

But the IRM does not claim 
this, nor does the video pro¬ 
duce SrTla Prabhupada quoting 
the " Vaiwava-siddhanta " which 
we are supposedly claiming SrTla 


Prabhupada is deviating from. So 
this is just a false, empty claim. 

Then, in regards to anoth¬ 
er of these "four ways", the video 
claims: 

"Fourth claim by ritviks is 
that Prabhupada is not empow¬ 
ered. Prabhupada was hoping 
to make at least one pure devo¬ 
tee, and he did. But ritviks claim 
that he couldn't make any pure 
devotees who would continue 
parampara, and therefore he 
decided to put himself as the 
only guru even after he dies." 

This is yet another fabricated 
straw man argument, as we nev¬ 
er state this. The article on page 5 
of this issue has already debunked 
this particular straw man argu¬ 
ment in detail. 

Thus, 2 of the 4 "ways" that we 
are supposedly trying to "kill" Srila 
Prabhupida are straightforward 
straw man arguments. 

In regards to the third way, 
the video claims: 

"Third argument by ritviks is 
that Prabhupida Is not a guru. 
How to explain that? Well, we 
have to look at the arguments 
that ritviks make." 

However, as noted earlier, the 
video does not look at the actu¬ 
al arguments that the IRM makes, 
as It never quotes any of our argu¬ 
ments even once, and instead just 
offers its own speculations regard¬ 
ing what it thinks we must be say¬ 
ing. Hence, the video first claims: 

"Crown Jewel argument by 
ritviks is that Prabhupida nev¬ 
er named his successor gurus." 

And then later on the video 
claims: 

"ritviks claim that Prabhu¬ 
pida gave "the final order" in 
which he named ritviks and that 
system should continue after he 
dies. This Is really their crown 
jewel argument which is based 
on Ignorance." 

Thus, it first claims one thing 
is supposedly our "crown jewel" 
argument, and then later contra¬ 



dicts itself by claiming that actual¬ 
ly it is another thing which is sup¬ 
posedly our "crown jewel" argu¬ 
ment. It then continues: 

"This order was given be¬ 
cause Prabhupada was sick and 
couldn't travel, and the list of 
disciples who were waiting for 
initiation kept growing more 
and more. In order to solve that 
issue Prabhupida established 
such a system that his senior 
disciples can give beads to his 
disciples, his newly-initiated 
disciples, which is a very practi¬ 
cal solution." 

This is another fabrication - as 
shown by the fact that no evidence 
Is produced proving that the July 
9th, 1977 directive ("the final or¬ 
der") was issued because SrTla 
Prabhupida was sick and could 
not travel. Or that the "final or¬ 
der" established a system to "give 
beads" to his disciples. On the 
contrary, SrTla Prabhupida was al¬ 
ready mailing beads for Initiations 
as early as 1967, and senior disci¬ 
ples were chanting on beads from 
1973, and thus SrTla Prabhupada 
was not even required to travel for 
initiations anyway. (See letters to 
Balai DisT, 17/12/67 and RevatT- 
nandana, 4/1 /73, for example). 

The video then discusses the 
Issue of how successor diktf gu¬ 
rus are authorised. But our actu¬ 
al position, as explained in this is¬ 
sue's Editorial, is that the question 
of authorising successor diktf gu¬ 
rus does not even arise, because; 

a) SrTla Prabhupida already 
established himself as the sole 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and be happy! 
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Srila Prabhupada: 

Remains diksa guru 


Acarya for ISKCON; 

b) This includes acting as diksa 
guru. 

This is proven with quotes 
from Srila Prabhupada in our book 
Srila Prabhupada , The Founder- 
Acarya of ISKCON: Presenting the 
Conclusions of the GBC Founda¬ 
tional Document Thus, since it is 
proven that Srila Prabhupada did 
not actually himself stop acting as 
ISKCON's diksa guru, discussing 
how successor diksa gurus were 
authorised to fill Srila Prabhu- 
pada's position as ISKCON's diksa 
guru is completely irrelevant. 

So that's 3 of the 4 "ways" de¬ 
bunked. 

Finally, we are left with the 
"first way", which is the only time 
the video even offers a quote from 
Srila Prabhupada regarding the is¬ 
sue in question. The video claims: 

"So ritviks claim that Prabhu¬ 
pada is crazy because he made 
all these statements about par¬ 
ampara and then a few months 
before he left this world, he 
changed all that and all of a sud¬ 
den there are hundreds of state¬ 
ments of Prabhupada where he 
explains how parampara looks. 
[...] In other words, ritviks claim 
that we should disregard all the 
quotes by Prabhupada, where 
Prabhupada directly says here, 
"They can make disciples and 
spread. They are competent."" 

However, the facts are: 

1) Despite the video speaking 
about "hundreds of statements" 
and "all the quotes by Prabhu¬ 
pada", Srila Prabhupada only ever 


made one statement where he 
said "They can make disciples and 
spread. They are competent." 

2) We never say this one quote 
should be disregarded, so this is 
yet another false straw man argu¬ 
ment about our position. 

3) This one quote in question, 
which is provided by the video, 
states: 

"Mohsin Hassan: You have 
ten swamis. And outside of swa- 
mis, what's the lower... 

Srila Prabhupada: Now, 
they're competent. They can, 
not only the swamis, even the 
grhasthas , they are called dasa 
adhikari , and brahmacaris, eve¬ 
ryone can, whoever is initiat¬ 
ed, he is competent to make 
disciples. But as a matter of et¬ 
iquette they do not do so in the 
presence of their spiritual mas¬ 
ter. This is the etiquette. Other¬ 
wise, they are competent. They 
can make disciples and spread. 
(Room conversation, 18/7/71)" 

a) Srila Prabhupada clarifies 
that every one of his disciples, not 
just "swamis", can make disciples. 
The IRM does not dispute that the 
right to make disciples is not re¬ 
stricted to swamis. 

b) Srila Prabhupada also ex¬ 
plains that at the time of the in¬ 
terview, the issue of his disciples 
making disciples would not even 
arise, because, as he explains, that 
is the "etiquette" 

c) Whether, later, when Srila 
Prabhupada physically depart¬ 
ed, his disciples would be re¬ 
quired by Srila Prabhupada to 
make disciples, or whether Srila 
Prabhupada remained making 
disciples himself, is another ques¬ 
tion which this quote does not di¬ 
rectly address. 

But, as we just noted in the an¬ 
swer to the video's last point, we 
do know Srila Prabhupada did not 
himself stop making disciples in 
ISKCON, and therefore the issue 
of his disciples needing to make 
disciples did not even arise. 


d) Thus, this quote, and any 
others about the" parampara", are 
neither dismissed by us, nor do 
they prove that Srila Prabhupada 
is "crazy" if he did not renounce his 
position as ISKCON's Acarya and 
diksa guru. 

And thus, the final of the "four 
ways", like the other three, also 
makes a false claim that the IRM 
is somehow trying to "kill" Srila 
Prabhupada. 

More help needed 

"Subject: Please refute book 
by Virabahu Prabhu The Guru and 
What Prabhupada Said'. 

Please accept my humble 
obeisances. 

I was debating with one guru- 
vac// and GBC-Correct -vadi devo¬ 
tee and she presented two books: 

a) 100 Refutations of Ritvik 
Vada by Jayapataka Swami; 

b) The Guru and What Prabhu¬ 
pada Said. 

I could find refutations for 
the first book. But could not find 
much refutation for the second 
on your site. Please help me to or 
publish refutations for the same. I 
could find many inconsistencies in 
their presentation but you need 
to fully refute it. 

Your Servant," 

- Achyutananda Dasa, Bangalore, 
India 

Editor replies: 

To serve the devotees such 
as yourself, as requested we have 
published a refutation on our 
website, www.iskconirm.com. 
Simply look under "Virabahu 
Dasa" in the "Replies to Gurus & 
GBCs" section of the "Challengers 
to the IRM Defeated" list on the 
website homepage. 

Insult means defeat 

"Your bogus and offensive 
movement. If you really love Srila 
Prabhupada you wouldn't have 
left ISKCON and formed IRM. Srila 
Prabhupada has rightly said to be¬ 
ware of wolf in the garb of devo¬ 


tees who will try to destroy His 
movement. You and your team 
are just mere offenders. May Lord 
Krishna and Srila Prabhupada cast 
some light in your evil mind and 
thoughts. After all, your endeav¬ 
ours wiill be smashed." 

- Sanjiv Jahajeeah, Gawtam Ja- 
hajeeah, Floreal, Mauritius 

Editor replies: 

1) We have printed a number 
of letters such as this one in past 
BTP issues from those who are op¬ 
posed to the IRM. These letters 
have two characteristics in com¬ 
mon: 

a) There is no attempt to pre¬ 
sent any evidence and quotes from 
Srila Prabhupada. 

b) Instead they are only full of 
angry, insulting invective, as seen 
here for example: 

"bogus and offensive move¬ 
ment; wolf in the garb of dev¬ 
otees; destroy His movement; 
just mere offenders; your evil 
mind and thoughts; your en¬ 
deavours will be smashed." 

Thus, rather than a philosoph¬ 
ical response, we get an angry, 
emotional and personal response. 

2) That we receive such re¬ 
sponses, where we are simply la¬ 
belled as being "offensive" and so 
on, with no attempt to demon¬ 
strate where and how we have 
actually been offensive, is proof 
of their defeat. If they actual¬ 
ly had a logical and philosoph¬ 
ical response that could rebut 
our points, then they would pre¬ 
sent that. Instead, such emotion¬ 
al responses full of insults and an¬ 
ger are given as a substitute for 
not being able to present a sub¬ 
stantive philosophical response. * 
Hence, as long as we continue to 

see such responses, then ironical¬ 
ly, it will simply confirm that we 
are on the right path-that our 
points cannot be defeated. 

3) In this connection, there is 
an interesting statement by Srila 
Prabhupada, which promotes the 
need to always reply in a logical 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 




www.iskconirm.com 


Issue 57 • Vol 1,2018 • Back To Prabhupada • Page 11 ID If 

w 


BTP Interactive (continued) 


rather than angry manner, other¬ 
wise it means one is defeated: 

"So to become angry means 
defeat. If two persons are in ar¬ 
gument, the man, the one party, 
he becomes angry, that means 
he is defeated. Why one should 
become angry? It is argument, 
logic. They should continue. 
And to become angry and to go 
away, that means defeat. [...] it 
is the question of logic. If you do 
not agree to logic, then no ar¬ 
gument can make progress. [...] 
That means he is animal. [...] 
Logic is meant for learned man, 
and uneducated man, they want 
to force [...]" 

(Srlla Prabhupada, Television inter¬ 
view, 9/7/75) 

4) The IRM was formed with 
devotees who were, or wanted to 
be, in ISKCON, and simply repre¬ 
sents ISKCON devotees who be¬ 
lieve that Srlla Prabhupada re¬ 
mains ISKCQN's dik§a guru. None 
of them "left* ISKCON, though 
they were kicked out or banned 
from ISKCON for their beliefs. 

5) Our "endeavours* are simply 
to present the truth, as represent¬ 
ed by Srlla PrabhupSda's orders. 
Hence, these endeavours cannot 
be "smashed", because the truth 
cannot be smashed. 

A question for our 
readers 

"Dear Prabhus, 

In Back To Godhead [Ed, - 
ISKCON's official magazine], #15- 
10, 1980, while referring to an 
ISKCON farm community in Port 
Royal, Pennsylvania, USA, Sats- 
varupa claims: 

"Srila Prabhupada named 
the farm Gita-nagari, "the com¬ 
munity where Bhagavad-gita is 
sung."" 

However, in the "Memories" 
video series, No 62, Jaya Gaura- 
sundara Dasa claims about the 
same farm community that dur¬ 
ing the summer of 1976: 

"we were touring the farm 


we came up to a beautiful 
meadow and there was just roll¬ 
ing hills and pasture going up. 
Prabhupada put his hand up 
and he said, "stop, stop here." 
And Paramananda said, "Srila 
Prabhupada what is it?" And he 
said, "this looks like the place 
where Radharani appeared so 
we are going to call this farm 
New Varsana." And that was 
how the farm got its name and 
if you look at the old Back To 
Godheads , long before it was 
Gita-nagari which Tamala Krsna 
changed the name many many 
years later, you will see that in 
fact the name of the farm is New 
Varsana." 

Noticing these conflicting tes¬ 
timonies, I decide to investigate 
and found the following: 

a) BTG #10-11,1975, an article 
makes a mention of: "Farm Report: 
NEW VARSANA (Port Royal, Pa.)" 

b) However, in the list of 
ISKCON centres, the farm first ap¬ 
pears in BTG 11 #1 [January 1976], 
and from that issue until BTG 12 
#7 [July 1977], the farm is listed 
only as "FARM: Port Royal, Penn¬ 
sylvania." 

c) Then Tamala Krishna 
Goswami sends a letter to Dhfsta- 
dyumna Maharaja, on 26 June, 
1977, in which he instructs: "Also 
the name New Varshana should 
be listed amongst the farms in¬ 
stead of simply Port Royale 
Farm." 

d) Then BTG #12-8 [August 
1977] onwards has in the list of 
ISKCON centres: "FARM: New 
Barsana" 

e) But it changes in BTG #12- 
11 [November 1977] onwards to 
Gita-nagari. 

And in a room conversation, 
July 26, 1976, London, the farm is 
mentioned as being called "New 
Barsana" by JayatTrtha, whilst in 
two room conversations on Oc¬ 
tober 6th, 1977, Vrindavana, the 
farm is mentioned as being called 
"Gita-nagari" by Tamala Krishna 


Goswami. All these statements are 
made in Srlla Prabhupada's pres¬ 
ence, and he doesn't question the 
names. 

Therefore, these conflicting 
testimonies raise two questions: 

a) How and when did the farm 
first get the name New Barsana, 
and then later Gita-nagari? 

b) Was the name change au¬ 
thorised by Srlla Prabhupada? 

Can any of the readers who 
are familiar with the matter pro¬ 
vide documented evidence which 
can definitively answer these 
questions and thus resolve the 
conflicting testimonies on offer 
regarding how the farm got its 
names. Thank you. All glories to 
Srlla Prabhupada. 

Your servant," 

- Madhusudana Dasa, Dumfries and 
Galloway, Scotland 

IRM/BTP Appreciation 

"I am currently reading your 
book The Final Order and finding 
it very interesting and informa¬ 
tive. Many thanks. Hare Krishna!" 
-Jon Abraham, London, UK 

"Hare Krishna! As always, BTP 
was enjoyable and worth reading. 
Thanks for your continuous, tire¬ 
less good work! 

Thanks and regards," 

- C. R. Anirudh, New Delhi, India 

"Keep up the great work." 

- Lakshmi Narasirhha Dasa (initiat¬ 
ed Mayapur '77), Los Angeles, USA 

"Yes, I like Srlla Prabhupada 
and the magazine." 

- Deepak Kumar Das, Orissa, India 

"We have been waiting for 
your BTP , and it finally arrived. 
Thank you, Krishnakant Prabhu, 
for keeping running this alterna¬ 
tive Krishna conscious magazine. 
BTP fans, UK," 

- Maitreya Dasa, Herts, UK 

"I frequently receive maga¬ 
zine from IRM, I fully support your 
cause." 

- Pathak Ballgobin, Belle Rose, Mau¬ 
ritius 

"Hare Krishna. I am interest- 



700 Contradictions: 
The Life and Teachings of 
HH Bhakti Charu Swami 


ed in the book on Bhakti Cha¬ 
ru Maharaja [100 Contradictions: 
The Life and Teachings of HH Bhak¬ 
ti Charu Swami - Ed,]. Having asso¬ 
ciated with ISKCON since 1981 I'm 
interested to get to the truth on 
Bhakti Charu Swami, as over the 
years I could detect the falsity in 
most of these people. Please send 
a copy to me. 

Yours in service," 

- Dinadayal Dasa, Chennai, India 

"Amazing, amazing magaz¬ 
ines and book. Hare Krishna! How 
do I get every back issue of your 
magazine and book? Truly amaz¬ 
ing!" 

- Patrick Coatney, Colorado, USA 

"Thank you so much for your 
BTP magazine. It is very enlighten¬ 
ing and is helping to clarify many 
very troubling issues. Also, please 
tell me how much it would cost to 
purchase a quantity of The Final 
Order. I would like to have some 
to distribute. 

Haribol! All glories to your ser¬ 
vice! 

Your humble servant," 

- Carol Simpson, Texas, USA 

Editor replies: 

Please note that anyone who 
wishes to receive every back issue 
of BTP, or any of our books like The 
Final Order, The Book Changer, etc., 
or BTPs in bulk for distribution, can 
receive them at no cost - only the 
shipping charges need to be cov¬ 
ered, Thank you. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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BTP Interactive (continued) 



Srlla Prabhupada: No need 
to accept any guru but him 


“Thank you very much for 
your great service towards SrTla 
Prabhupada. 

Your servant," 

- Parag Jyoti Saikia, Assam, India 

"Haribol. All glories to SrTla 
Prabhupada. Thanks for the latest 
Bock To Prabhupada yesterday. 
Good work—only gets better. 
Keep up the good work. 

Your servant," 

- Param Vijaya Dasa, New South 
Wales, Australia 

"Thank you for the excellent 
publication." 

- Adrian Quinn, Ontario, Canada 

"Many thanks for a very in¬ 
formative read." 

- Ananta Sesa Dasa, New South 
Wales, Australia 

Tm not supporting any person 
in ISKCON other than our Founder 
Acarya A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada. But at the same time 
I want to know more which is the 
truth being a member of ISKCON. 
So I received your magazine. Hare 
Krishna. 

Your Servant," 

- Ayyappa Dasa, Tamil Nadu, India 

"Thank you sending the mag¬ 
azine. Much appreciated." 

- Paul Lewis Jones, Flintshire, UK 

"My brother, Satish Chhabra 
from Mumbai, informed me about 
such a wonderful service you are 
rendering by sending some very 
valuable magazines and books. 
Please do mail me." 

- Kamal Budhraja, Harayana, India 

"It's very nice to read." 

- Vivek Gowda, Bangalore, India 

"Thank you for your free mag¬ 


azines and help. I was afraid to 
look at them at first. Now I have 
hope for the future." 

- Janice Weiner, Michigan, USA 

"Kindly send me whatever lit¬ 
erature you can. I am very inter¬ 
ested and hope to help in reviving 
Prabhupada's legacy as well as re¬ 
storing the original ISKCON. 

Trying to be a servant of His 
Divine Grace SrTla Prabhupada," 

- Marsela Naidoo, Durban, South Af¬ 
rica 

"This is the best quarterly 
magazine Back To Prabhupada ." 

- Madhavrao Joshi, Belgaum, India 

"Anxious to receive The Final 
Order and other publications like 
the Summary Issue, thanks." 

- Joann Thompson, Ohio, USA 

"Hare Krishna Prabhuji, 

Please accept my most hum¬ 
ble obeisances at your feet. I'm a 
life member of ISKCON Bangalore. 

I have been chanting 16 rounds 
of Hare Krishna Maha Mantra for 
the last 3 years. Recently, I have 
come across various devotees of 
ISKCON Pune and other centers. 
I'm very much confused regarding 
the guru issue in ISKCON. I would 
like to know the truth. I would like 
to see ISKCON run as SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada desired. Please send me a 
free copy of the book The Final Or¬ 
der, BTP magazine, and any other 
evidence available in support of 
the guru issue argument. Thank 
you for your time and effort. 

Regards," 

- Major Saurabh Bishnoi, HQTC, Air 
Force, Bangalore, India 

"The BTP magazines are awe¬ 
some, wonderful and highly spir¬ 
itual." 

- Reshma Mungur-Souky, Rose 
Belle, Mauritius 

"Many thanks for the great 
work. Your servant," 

- Balaram Dasa, Queensland, Aus¬ 
tralia 

"As offered, we would like to 
request the declared newly pub¬ 
lished "Special ISKCON Leaders 
Issue". GBC is a ksatriya position. 


A righteous true Vaisnava ksatri- 
ya's qualification is his submis¬ 
sion to the advice of the quali¬ 
fied brafimana-Vaisnava(s) whose 
specialized service is to scrutiniz¬ 
ing^ study all the revealed scrip¬ 
tures to act as agent of guiding 
reference for the sincere man¬ 
agers who, due to the nature of 
their demanding service, do not 
have adequate peace and depth 
of mind, nor the time, to do as 
good or thorough a job of that 
necessary scrutiny of authorita¬ 
tive statements. [Note: we accept 
the total body of recorded state¬ 
ments of SrTla Prabhupada, both 
in print and audio versions, as 
smrti-sastra, and as the supreme 
authority of ISKCON]. 

It is also our understanding 
that SrTla Prabhupada came to 
teach pure devotional service; es¬ 
tablishing mixed devotional ser¬ 
vice was not his intention. A sin¬ 
cere person who finds himself in 
a managerial position in ISKCON 
can remain sincere only when will¬ 
ing to be corrected when symp¬ 
toms of PAD (Profit, Adoration 
and Distinction), as often abbre¬ 
viated in Back To Prabhupada, are 
detected and brought to his at¬ 
tention by a well-wishing for all 
of the society specialized-service 
brahmana advisor/"SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada -vani scrutinized who is him¬ 
self free from any managerial re¬ 
sponsibilities or compromised by 
dependence upon such managers 
for his livelihood. 

Reading BTP reminded us of 
a portion from a lecture we were 
hearing from SrTla Prabhupada a 
few days ago where he is saying: 

"Simply if you have a tila- 
ka and a kanthi , that does not 
mean that you belong to the 
Krsna consciousness movement. 
Any cheater can do that. You 
must know the philosophy. If 
one challenges, you must reply. 
Therefore Bhaktivinoda Thaku- 
ra has sung a song indicating 
these cheaters. He says, e/fa eka 


kalir cela: "Here is a servant of 
Kali." What kind of ce/d? Nake ti- 
laka galai mala. "He has got a ti- 
laka and galai mala. Bas. That's 
all." He does not know what is 
the philosophy. If you do not 
know the philosophy of Krsna 
consciousness, if you simply 
mark your body with tilaka and 
kanthi, then you are not proper 
servant; you are not qualified." 
(Srlmad-Bhagavatam 6.1.38 — Los 
Angeles, June 4,1976) 

All victories to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada. All glories to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada, his mission, and your en¬ 
thusiastic service to him! Jaya SrT 
Krsna. 

We are inspired by your en¬ 
thusiasm, pushing on and on year 
after year - when will the sleeping 
souls wake up and notice you are 
obviously empowered by the ec¬ 
static inspiration of SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada, and then subsequently be¬ 
gin to more humbly start paying 
unresisting attention to the mes¬ 
sage, which is his message, giv¬ 
ing up useless attachment to so- 
called name, fame or prestige?" 

- Don and Marilyn Freeman, Wash¬ 
ington, USA 

"Please post me books eve¬ 
ry month. I am devotee to Lord 
Krishna. I love ISKCON Revival 
Movement. Flari hari." 

- Sarsha Rugpath, Durban, South Af¬ 
rica 

"Hare Krishna, 

All glories to SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada! All glories to your sincere 
service! 

I pray that one day the most 
sincere Vaisnavas from ISKCON 
will agree, accept and follow the 
very instructions and recommen¬ 
dations put forward by the IRM 
devotees in various literatures! 

I hope to see that day before I 
leave my present body!" 

- Maheshwar Dasa, Valais, Switzer¬ 
land 

Editor replies: 

We also pray for the same. 
Thank you for your good wishes. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Honesty and Integrity End the Debate 


Below, we shall see that disagree¬ 
ment with the IRM is not due to a 
genuine philosophical conviction. 
Rather, arguments that ISKCON 
gurus themselves do not believe 
in are dishonestly espoused just 
to help them hold on to their un¬ 
authorised guru position. 

History irrelevant 

GBC-elected diksa guru, HH 

Trivikrama Swami ("TKS") had 
stated that SrTla Prabhupada's ar¬ 
rangements for ISKCON were his¬ 
torically unprecedented: 

"Therefore Srila Prabhupada 
left the GBC as the final author¬ 
ity. This is the first time in Vais- 
nava history that we see a func¬ 
tioning worldwide institution 
with a committee in charge. We 
are in uncharted waters!" 

(TKS, GBC-funded website, 18/6/07) 

Thus, TKS accepts that SrTla 
Prabhupada can make an arrange¬ 
ment for ISKCON that has never 
been done in a systematic, organ¬ 
ized way, by any Vaisnavas in all of 
history. 

Yet, when arguing against 
the BTP editor, he stated the ex¬ 
act opposite-that SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada cannot be the diksa guru for 
ISKCON because there is no histor¬ 
ical precedent for it: 

"you created this new path 
where the previous spiritual 
master continues to give dik- 
sha initiation after his manifest 
vapu is no longer visable on the 
planet. This has NEVER been 
done in a systematic, organized 
way, by any Vaisnavas in all of 
history. So why are you recom¬ 
mending it? It reveals your stu¬ 
pidity instead of your intelli¬ 
gent to think that you know 
better than ALL the previous 
acaryas." 

(TKS email to BTP Editor, 20/9/17) 

Thus, TKS will put forward a 
historical precedent based argu¬ 
ment that he does not even ac¬ 
cept -just so he can oppose SrTla 
Prabhupada's diksa guru position. 


Mass opinion irrelevant 

In the previous issue (please 
see "SrTla Prabhupada's List of 
Deputies"), we quoted TKS claim¬ 
ing that SrTla Prabhupada ordered 
HH Jayapataka Swami ("JPS") 
and others on 18/10/1977 to im¬ 
mediately "begin initiating their 
own disciples" in SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's physical presence (TKS 
email to BTP Editor, 11/8/17). TKS 
claims this despite there being no 
evidence that anyone in ISKCON 
at the time, between October and 
November 1977, claimed that SrTla 
Prabhupada had ordered his disci¬ 
ples to begin acting as diksa gu¬ 
rus in his physical presence. Thus, 
TKS does not accept what every¬ 
one in ISKCON may have thought 
is of any relevance to the validity 
of his belief that SrTla Prabhupada 
did order diksa gurus to initiate in 
his physical presence. 

Yet, just one month later, TKS 
states the opposite. He puts for¬ 
ward what he claims everyone 
was thinking in ISKCON at the 
time as an argument against why 
we cannot accept SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada issued the July 9th, 1977 di¬ 
rective to continue initiating per¬ 
manently in ISKCON: 

"Srila Prabhupada was an ex¬ 
pert communicator. How was it 
possible that NO ONE thought 
that his directive of having his 
disciples give initiation on his 
behalf was to continue after he 
left his body. NO ONE!!!" 

(TKS email to BTP Editor, 25/9/17) 

Thus, in order to deny SrTla 
Prabhupada's diksa guru's posi¬ 
tion, TKS will happily use a mass 
opinion based argument that he 
does not even accept. 

Always accepts disciples 

TKS quotes the following state¬ 
ment from The Nectar of Devotion 
(NOD): 

"if someone is seriously in¬ 
clined to become a disciple, the 
sannyasi always accepts him. 
The one point is that without 


increasing the number of disci¬ 
ples, there is no propagation of 
the cult of Krishna conscious¬ 
ness. Therefore, sometimes even 
at a risk, a sannyasi in the line of 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu may ac¬ 
cept even a person who is not 
thoroughly fit to become a dis¬ 
ciple." 

(NOD, Part 1 (1970), quoted in TKS 
email to BTP Editor, 20/9/17) 

TKS thus agrees that there is no 
restriction on a sannyasi accept¬ 
ing disciples, and instead he will 
"always accept" one who wants 
to be his disciple. Consequently, 
since SrTla Prabhupada is a san¬ 
nyasi, TKS has to also agree with 
the principle that SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada will always accept those who 
wish to be his disciples. 

But, in the very same email, 
TKS states the opposite, that he 
is sure (based entirely on sim¬ 
ply speculating what he believes 
would be the case), that SrTla 
Prabhupada will not be ready to 
always accept disciples: 

"I have had a lot of associa¬ 
tion both vani, and vapu, of Srila 
Prabhupada and I am 100% 
sure that he would not be ready 
to accept as his diksha disciples 
everyone who joins his move¬ 
ment for the next 10,000 years." 
(TKS email to BTP Editor, 20/9/17) 

Thus, in order to deny SrTla 
Prabhupada's diksa guru status, 
TKS will reject a principle he him¬ 
self has accepted. 

Tamala not authority 

TKS states, when referring to 
the statements of HH Tamala 
Krishna Goswami ("TKG"), that: 

"certainly I don't believe that 
Tamal was always right." 

(TKS email to BTP Editor, 28/9/17) 

Thus, TKS does not accept TKG 
is an infallible authority where¬ 
by what he states must be always 
accepted as evidence. Yet, in the 
very same email, when arguing 
against the July 9th, 1977 direc¬ 
tive, wherein SrTla Prabhupada re- 



Srila Prabhupada: Unnecessary 
opposition to his diksa position 


mains ISKCON's diksa guru, TKS 
puts forward the authority of TKG 
as evidence: 

"You take one word, "hence¬ 
forth", written by his disciple 
to hang you whole movement 
on???? And when ask, Tamal in¬ 
formed us that when he used 
that word he was thinking until 
Srila Prabhupada left his body." 
(TKS email to BTP Editor, 25/9/17) 

Thus, TKS offers TKG's testi¬ 
mony as being authoritative ev¬ 
idence, even though TKS states 
that he does not accept TKG as 
an authority. In addition, this ar¬ 
gument about "henceforth" is in 
any case a straw man argument, 
because in The Final Order (the 
IRM's position paper) we say the 
exact opposite regarding "hence¬ 
forward": 

"Furthermore, the argument 
that the whole ritvik system 
"hangs" on one word—"hence¬ 
forward"—is untenable, since 
even if we take the word out of 
the letter, nothing has changed. 
One still has a system set up by 
Srila Prabhupada four months 
before his departure with no 
subsequent instruction to ter¬ 
minate it." 

(The Final Order) 

Conclusion 

If ISKCON's leaders simply be¬ 
came honest, displayed integri¬ 
ty, and accepted their own state¬ 
ments and beliefs, their so-called 
"philosophical" opposition to the 
IRM's position would be over. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Guru Hoax’s Hellish Consequences 



In the previous article, we saw 
that a GBC-elected guru, HH Tri- 
vikrama Swami ("TKS"), was will¬ 
ing to put forward arguments he 
did not agree with simply to try 
to oppose the IRM position that 
SrTla Prabhupada remains the 
diksa guru of ISKCON. This des¬ 
peration is engaged in because, 
for the GBC gurus, this is a fight 
for survival. Accepting that SrTla 
Prabhupada is still ISKCON's diksa 
guru directly threatens their posi¬ 
tions. Unfortunately, this desper¬ 
ation has now escalated into tol¬ 
erating an attack on SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's spiritual position. 

"Dead zombie guru" 

Whilst TKS was in the midst 
of debating the BTP editor about 
why the IRM's position is wrong 
(as quoted in the previous article), 
he recommended that a video 
which attacked the IRM's position 
be viewed. On pages 9-10 of the 
"Interactive" section in this issue, 
we print his recommendation, and 
also rebut the arguments made by 
this video. However, the video also 
engaged in insults, claiming that 
accepting SrTla Prabhupada as 
ISKCON's diksa guru is "dead gu- 
ru-tattva"and "zombie guru non¬ 
sense". By attacking SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's ISKCON diksa guru status in 
this way, the video is claiming: 

a) That after SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada physically disappeared, he 
became a "dead guru", and thus 
was unable to continue acting as 
a diksa guru; 

b) Stating that SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada continues as a diksa guru 
following his physical disappear¬ 
ance would mean that, since he is 
a "dead guru", he would be no dif¬ 
ferent to a "zombie" guru. Because 
zombies are creatures who arise 
after dead humans are "raised" 
to do nothing more than act as 
mindless cannibals, and similar¬ 
ly SrTla Prabhupada would be a 
"dead guru" who is "raised" to only 
appear to be fully alive again. 


Not dead 

Thus, the video's attacks on 
the IRM's position assume that 
SrTla Prabhupada died like an or¬ 
dinary human being, and thus be¬ 
came spiritually impotent on his 
physical disappearance. However, 
it can be proven in two undisputed 
ways that this is not true: 

1) SrTla Prabhupada explains 
about his diksa guru that: 

"So my Guru Maharaja [...] It 
is not that he is dead and gone. 

That is not spiritual understand¬ 
ing. [...] He is seeing ." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 2/3/75, 
emphases added) 

Hence, clearly the diksa guru 
does not die (spiritually) even af¬ 
ter his physical disappearance, 
and is still "seeing". Therefore, 
straight after his physical disap¬ 
pearance, SrTla Prabhupada con¬ 
tinued to act as a diksa guru for his 
pre-1977 disciples, and thus he is 
not dead, but "seeing". 

2) Additionally, it is accept¬ 
ed by all parties that straight af¬ 
ter his physical disappearance 
SrTla Prabhupada continued to 
act as the siksa guru of everyone 
in ISKCON (GBC Resolution 409, 
1994). Which also proves he did 
not die like an ordinary human 
being, but remained spiritually 
active. 

Thus, the video's claim that SrTla 
Prabhupada acting as ISKCON's 
diksa guru means he is a "zombie 
guru" would apply equally to SrTla 
Prabhupada's status as diksa guru 
for his pre-1977 disciples and siksa 
guru for everyone in ISKCON. For 
those activities would also not be 
possible if SrTla Prabhupada were 
a "dead guru", and would mean 
that everyone in ISKCON today is 
worshipping SrTla Prabhupada as 
a "zombie guru". 

Resident of hell 

Hence, ironically, after false¬ 
ly claiming in the video that the 
IRM is "trying to kill" SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada, as debunked in detail on 


pages 9 and 10, the video's author 
himself actually has "killed" SrTla 
Prabhupada by already declar¬ 
ing him "dead". Therefore, the vid¬ 
eo's attack on the IRM's position 
as being "dead guru-tattva" and 
"zombie guru nonsense"is actual¬ 
ly a direct, vicious attack on SrTla 
Prabhupada's spiritual position, 
as it claims that SrTla Prabhupada 
died in 1977 just like any ordinary 
human being. 

However, seeing SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada as an ordinary human being 
makes one a resident of hell: 

"one who sees a Vaisnava 
guru as an ordinary human be¬ 
ing, or one who materially con¬ 
ceives of a Vaisnava as belong¬ 
ing to a particular caste is naraki, 
a resident of hell." 

(SB, 10.3.46) 

And, instead of condemning 
such hellish "dead zombie guru" 
thinking, TKS recommended the 
video promoting this attack on 
SrTla Prabhupada. 

Covered in heaps of salt 

TKS's tolerance of this mate¬ 
rialistic hellish thinking is supple¬ 
mented by him concluding in re¬ 
gards to SrTla Prabhupada's refus¬ 
al on October 18th, 1977, to per¬ 
form an initiation ceremony: 

Srila Prabhupada: "I may not 
be pressed in this condition to in¬ 
itiate." 

(Room conversation, 18/10/77) 

that: 

"From common sense point 
if Srila Prabhupada is not will¬ 
ing to initiate because his body 


is sick how can we conclude 
that he would be willing to initi¬ 
ate when his body is in samadhi 
covered by heaps of salt?" 

(TKS email to BTP editor, 23/9/17) 

Hence, seeing diksa as a phys¬ 
ical process depending on the 
physical body, TKS is not able to 
see that SrTla Prabhupada's phys¬ 
ical ailments only prevented him 
from engaging in a physical ac¬ 
tivity-personally conducting the 
initiation ceremony-rather than 
prevent him from engaging in the 
transcendental process that diksa 
accomplishes: 

"Diksa is the process by 
which one can awaken his tran¬ 
scendental knowledge and van¬ 
quish all reactions caused by 
sinful activity." 

(Cc., Madhya-lila, 15.108) 

Therefore, TKS reasons-when 
SrTla Prabhupada is sick, when he 
is covered in "heaps of salt"-how 
can he possibly give diksa! 

Conclusion 

This is the practical conse¬ 
quence of the guru hoax. One's 
consciousness becomes so cov¬ 
ered by the desire to prevent 
SrTla Prabhupada from continuing 
to give diksa , that one will even 
attack SrTla Prabhupada's spirit¬ 
ual position to try to achieve it. 
An attack which assumes that 
SrTla Prabhupada is a "dead zom¬ 
bie guru", instead of a transcen¬ 
dental guru. And which would 
also mean that SrTla Prabhupada 
only functions in ISKCON today 
also as a "dead zombie guru". 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and be happy! 
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Quotes, Notes and News (QNN) 


"Living" Guru Desperation Persecution Hypocrisy 


On page 13, we highlighted HH 

Trivikrama Swami ("TKS") put¬ 
ting forward arguments he did 
not even agree with in his desper¬ 
ation to prevent SrTla Prabhupada 
from remaining ISKCON's diksa 
guru. Another interesting exam¬ 
ple of such a phenomenon comes 
from HH Chandra Shekhara 
Swami ("CSS"), an ISKCON san- 
nyasl. To justify why SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada could not continue to be the 
diksa guru in ISKCON today, he 
claimed on social media that: 

"Those reading Prabhu- 
pada's books will find inspira¬ 
tion, no doubt. The issue is that, 
just by reading, will the reader 
obtain a correct understanding 
of these books. That is why we 
have a personal spiritual mas¬ 
ter. A book cannot tell you that 
you have misunderstood it. That 
is why we need a LIVING spiritu¬ 
al master, because it is so easy to 
delude yourself, that you have 
understood Prabhupada and 
are really following him." 

(CSS, 15/10/17) 

CSS puts forward an argument 
here that he does not actually ac¬ 
cept, in his desperation to prevent 
SrTla Prabhupada from remaining 
ISKCON's diksa guru: 

1) He says we must have a "liv¬ 
ing" (as in physically present) spir¬ 
itual master, but CSS himself does 
not have such a physically present 
spiritual master, being a disciple 
of SrTla Prabhupada. 

2) He says that without such 
a "living" guru we may not under¬ 
stand the books. However, since 
for over 40 years CSS himself has 
not had such a "living" spiritu¬ 
al master, then he also may not 
have understood SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's books. But he does not be¬ 
lieve this, since as a sannyasl he 
travels all over the world claiming 
to teach others what SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's books teach. 

Continuing with his reasoning 
for why SrTla Prabhupada cannot 


be accepted as the diksa guru in 
ISKCON today, he next claims: 

"To be initiated by Prabhu¬ 
pada in the present means that 
you can connect with Prabhu¬ 
pada unmediated by your own 
misconceptions. [...] A living spir¬ 
itual master can contradict our 
misreadings and our misleading 
internal visions." 

However, many of SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's disciples were initiated 
by SrTla Prabhupada having nev¬ 
er had any contact with him be¬ 
fore getting "connected" with him 
through initiation, or indeed ever. 
A prominent example of the for¬ 
mer is GBC-elected guru HH Siva- 
rama Swami who states: 

"That was the first person¬ 
al contact with his Divine Grace, 
although I had been an initiated 
devotee for two years." 

(SRS, "Meeting Srila Prabhupada") 

CSS claims that the clear¬ 
ing up of misunderstandings re¬ 
quires a "living" spiritual master 
to contradict the disciple. But, as 
already stated, many disciples 
of SrTla Prabhupada never had 
any contact with him. These per¬ 
sons never had any of their mis¬ 
understandings contradicted by 
SrTla Prabhupada through direct 
"living"contact, and thus such "liv¬ 
ing" interaction cannot be neces¬ 
sary. Thus, such persons would be 
in the same position as someone 
who got initiated by SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada now. Yet, CSS accepts all 
such persons initiated pre-1977 as 
being bona fide disciples of SrTla 
Prabhupada. Therefore, he clear¬ 
ly does not believe that initiation 
from SrTla Prabhupada has to re¬ 
quire SrTla Prabhupada's physical 
presence. 

Thus, this common GBC "liv¬ 
ing" guru argument is the height 
of desperation: those without "liv¬ 
ing" gurus themselves arguing 
that one must have such "living" 
gurus just to deny SrTla Prabhu¬ 
pada's diksa guru position! 


Academic Prof. Dr. Ulrich Dehn 
had noted in ISKCON's official ac¬ 
ademic journal, ISKCON Communi¬ 
cations Journal ("ICJ"), that: 

"Still there are sceptical voic¬ 
es claiming that ISKCON, like 
the famous Janus, has two fac¬ 
es - the smiling face in dialogues 
with their external partners, and 
the strange, repressive face to¬ 
wards its own members-preach- 
ing wine to the dialoguing world 
and water to their devotees." 
(Prof. Dr. Ulrich Dehn, ICI, Vol 8, No. 1) 

A classic example of this two- 
faced ISKCON can be seen by 
comparing how the GBC fawns 
over another religious faith, shed¬ 
ding tears for its persecuted mem¬ 
bers, while engaging in the same 
persecution itself! The GBC issued 
the following statement: 

"The International Socie¬ 
ty for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON) commends the Baha'i 
Faith on the special occasion of 
the 200 anniversary of the birth 
of Baha'u'llah [...] We also rec¬ 
ognize that in some parts of the 
world the Baha'i community suf¬ 
fers great persecution, and we 
call upon religious and political 
leaders to recognize and protect 
their human rights and their re¬ 
ligious liberty as established by 
the 1981 United Nations "Decla¬ 
ration on the Elimination of all 
Forms of Intolerance and of Dis¬ 
crimination Based on Religion 
or Belief."" 

(Anuttama Dasa, ISKCON Minister of 
Communications, Governing Body 
Commissioner, 18/10/17) 

1) However, while calling for 
"religious liberty" and "Elimina¬ 
tion of all Forms of Intolerance 
and of Discrimination Based on 
Religion or Belief" for Baha'i mem¬ 
bers, the GBC engages in "intoler¬ 
ance and discrimination based on 
religion and belief" towards those 
closer to home. Anyone who sim¬ 
ply believes that SrTla Prabhupada 
is still the diksa guru of ISKCON 
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will be banned from temples and 
hounded out of the movement. 
For example, the then Temple 
President of ISKCON UK headquar¬ 
ters issued a banning notice to all 
those who simply: "agree with 
the views and publications" of 
the IRM (Banning letter from 
Gauri Dasa, 17/2/05). 

Thus, those with a different 
belief to the GBC are denied their 
"religious liberty" to simply see the 
Deities, and are not tolerated but 
discriminated against by ISKCON 
because of their religious belief. 

2) Such draconian measures 
are justified by the claim that ac¬ 
cepting that SrTla Prabhupada is 
still the diksa guru is a "danger¬ 
ous philosophical deviation" 
(GBC Resolution 303, 1999). 
However, many philosophies, in¬ 
cluding that of the Baha'i faith, dif¬ 
fer radically from the philosophy 
accepted by the GBC, and would 
thus be considered by them also 
to be philosophically deviant. But 
followers of such philosophies 
are not banned from the temples. 
Only the IRM is targeted, because 
this is not about philosophical 
principle, but holding on to pow¬ 
er. And only the IRM is seen as be¬ 
ing a threat to the GBC's gurus. 

3) What makes this hypocrisy 
even more ridiculous is that, as we 
prove in our ISKCON Leaders Spe¬ 
cial Issue (see above), ISKCON's 
leadership can be shown to agree 
with the IRM, and thus there is no 
need for this religious persecution 
by them anyway! 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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THE BOOK THAT HAS THE 
GURUS ON THE RUN! 


"The Final Order by Krishnakant Desai has 
been perhaps the most influential post-1977 
publication in the Vaisnava world." 

- HH Bhakti Vikasa Swami, ISKCON guru 

With Foreword by Professor Kim Knott, Head of 
Religious Studies, Leeds University, UK 


T he desire among ISKCON's guru hoaxers to continue to usurp SrTla Prabhupada's worship as the sole diksa guru in ISKCON is so strong that they 
will even flout their own GBC laws curtailing them from being worshipped like SrTla Prabhupada, or using SrTla Prabhupada's honorific title His 
Divine Grace" for their own glorification. Thus, in the last issue (please see "Overwhelmed by the Desire to Be Guru"), we gave the case study of 
ISKCON guru HH Indradyumna Swami ("IDS") who deliberately broke the GBC's regulation restricting ISKCON gurus from receiving as-good-as- 
God ‘‘Vyasa-puja" worship more than once a year. Unable to contain his desire to be worshipped, IDS admitted to having no less than 11 "Vyasa- 
puja" worship ceremonies in the past year! 

And in BTP 53, we highlighted HH Bhakti Charu Swami ("BCS"), a leading ISKCON guru and current (2017-2018) ISKCON GBC Chairman, al¬ 
lowing the use of SrTla Prabhupada's "His Divine Grace" title for himself, in his 2016 Vyasa-puja book. In particular, the very front of the Vyasa-puja 
book had used "His Divine Grace" to refer to BCS in his "SrTla Bhakti Charu Swami Pranati" ("Prayer to Bhakti Charu Swami"). This is the standard 
prayer to BCS, which is authorised for use by all his disciples when addressing him. This deviation in BCS's Vyasa-puja book was brought to the 
attention of the GBC by a BTP reader, who, due to his reading of BTP, had been educated in the various deviations engaged in by ISKCON lead¬ 
ers - not only against SrTla Prabhupada but also their own GBC! The GBC in turn asked BCS to take corrective action, and BCS stated that he was 
informing his disciples of this deviation from the GBC's laws, so as to "make sure that such a thing never occurs in the future." (BCS, quoted in 
email by GBC Corresponding Secretary, 30/9/16) 

However, having read our book 100 Contradictions: The Life and Teachings ofHH Bhakti Charu Swami , our intrepid BTP reader was well aware of 
the long list of contradictions and hypocrisy spouted by BCS in his teachings, and he therefore decided not to take BCS at his word, but to exam¬ 
ine the evidence for himself. And he found that, at the very front of next year's 2017 Vyasa-puja book, lo and behold, it again states in "SrTla Bhakti 
Charu Swami Pranati": 

"I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace Bhakti Charu Swami, who is very soft hearted and is expert at compiling de¬ 
votional literatures." 

Thus, SrTla Prabhupada's "His Divine Grace" title is again applied to BCS. And, it was this same use of the "His Divine Grace" title in the "SrTla Bhak¬ 
ti Charu Swami Pranati" in the previous year's 2016 Vyasa-puja book that led to BCS having to tell the GBC that he was taking action to ensure it 
would "never" happen again. Consequently, one would have expected BCS to have been especially vigilant that exactly the same thing would not 
happen again. Instead, at the very first opportunity to correct the previous mistake, we find that rather than be corrected, it was repeated ! 

Consequently, our reader again pointed out this same deviation to the GBC Corresponding Secretary, who responded: 

"I sent this information to Maharaja and his senior disciples and received a contrite apology from the devotee responsible for the VP 
book assuring me it was an honest error and won't be repeated." (Email from GBC Corresponding Secretary, 9/10/17) 

However, we may note that this"honest error" which "won't be repeated", was what BCS himself said one year ago, namely that he would "make 
sure that such a thing never occurs in the future." 

Conclusion 

We can note two important lessons from this incident: 

1) Both times that this breaking of the GBC's laws took place, BCS had to first be warned about the deviation by the GBC, even though he is 
obviously aware of his own standard prayer uttered to him by all his disciples! And the GBC in turn were only made aware due to a BTP reader! 
And both times the GBC asked our reader to let them know if it happens again. Thus, BCS is not concerned to follow the GBC's laws, even though, 
as the GBC chairman, he wants others to follow them! And the GBC themselves also are not able to police that their rules are being followed, even 
though that is their job. Instead, they need the IRM to do it for them. 

2) The fact that BCS allowed exactly the same "His Divine Grace" deviation to happen at the very first opportunity, just demonstrates the over¬ 
whelming strength and pervasiveness of the desire to take SrTla Prabhupada's position. 


KNOW THE TRUTH 


To receive a FREE copy, please: 

- email us at: irm@iskconirm.com 
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confidential service is offered free of charge. 
Simply let us know. And tell potential sub¬ 
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